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A COMPARISON OF WAR EFFORTS: 
II. Germany’s War Expenditure 


lO assess the German war expenditure is obviously a difficult task, 
as no Budget accounts have been published since 1934-35, and even 
those, and their predecessors, were so drawn up as not to reveal the 
full amount of military expenditure. Since that date there has been 
little evidence from which to calculate military expenditure except the 
statistics of public receipts (even these rendered invalid, to some extent, 
by large amounts of undisclosed borrowing between 1933 and 1938) 
and certain general statistics from which a somewhat roundabout 
estimate may be made. It is at all events clear that, to assess in 
economic terms the magnitude of the German war effort, it is necessary 
to go back some years to the beginning of the Nazi regime, when 
preparation for war began on a serious scale. 

One method of estimation—one which has been used several times 
before—is to prepare statistics of German public receipts, from borrow- 
ing as well as taxation, etc., in the years since 1932, and to note the 
excess of total expenditure in subsequent years over that which in the 
earlier years is known to have been devoted to non-military purposes. 
A second method, far more difficult to apply, but likely to give more 
reliable results, is to try to split up the national income into three 
parts—private consumption, private net investment, and exhaustive 
Government expenditure*—and to study the increase in the last part as 
compared with the exhaustive expenditure on non-military objects in 
the earlier years. This second method may be applied first. The first 
step in this method is to prepare statistics of the German net national 
income, defined as the total value at market prices of all goods 
and services produced in the year, excluding those which are used for 
the replacement of capital worn out during the year. To obtain such 
figures, adjustments have to be made to the published statistics, which 
omit certain important items. 

‘An article in the last issue of the Bulletin (June 14) dealt with Great 

itain’s present war effort as compared with that of 1914-18. 


“i.e. Government purchases of goods and services, excluding mere money 
ransfers such as war debt interest, unemployment relief, subsidies, etc. 
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1. THE GERMAN NATIONAL INCOME 
In order to make clear the nature of the corrections necessary in the 
official German national income statistics to obtain the net output, 


at market prices, of all goods and services produced in the country, [ 
the method by which the official statistics are compiled must be briefly } 


indicated.! The method (unless it has been changed since 1933 without 
warning) is to take the total of private and institutional incomes, 
including incomes received in kind but not in cash, but excluding such 
incomes as war pensions and unemployment relief, to subtract from this 
the whole of the taxes and fees to public authorities which are paid out 
of it, and then to add back the value of such services produced by pub- 
lic authorities as are deemed to be useful or consumable, together with 
all money transfers (such as war pensions, unemployment relief, etc. 
made by these authorities to the public, with the exception of war 
debt interest. This method gives the net national income as we wish to 
have it except for the omission of those publicly-provided services which 
are not regarded as consumable in themselves, being supposed to 
constitute “‘costs of production’’ of the national income as a whole 
These services are stated to include general administration, police, 
justice, defence, and road maintenance. 

The calculation of the omitted items can, in fact, be accomplished 
from official data by an indirect method. A study of the make-up of the 
officially-computed national income shows that they are equal to: 


total indirect? taxation and fees to public authorities which are 
not included in income statistics 

plus public borrowing from banks and other credit institutions 

minus ‘‘taxes not included in private income” (an item in the official 
national income statistics) 

minus war debt interest. 


Statistics of the above items are available for all years up to 1938 with 
the exception of fees to public authorities (a relatively small item easily 
estimated from its magnitude in earlier years), of war debt interest 
(including interest on debt raised for armament purposes), which is 
easily estimated, and of public borrowing from credit institutions. 
This borrowing is mostly undisclosed. A hint of it can be obtained from 
the bill-holdings of the institutions concerned, but, for various reasons 
which need not be dwelt upon here, these give no more than‘a hint. 
Authorities agree to a considerable extent, however, that such borrow- 
ing in the years 1933-38 amounted in all to about 12 milliard Rm., and 
all one can do is apportion this sum in a reasonable way between the 
years concerned. 

It is interesting to find that the omissions so calculated, though they 
agree with the figures obtainable by direct comparison between 
published totals of public expenditure and the published (otals of 
public services included in the national income for the years when bot! 
are obtainable, exceed the total published expenditures on administra- 
tion, justice, police, defence, and road maintenance in each of those 


1 The method is described at length in Statistisches Reichsamt, Sonderhefi 24 
1933. 


* “Indirect” taxation for this purpose means taxation deductable as a business 


expense in making income-tax assessments. 
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vears by over 2 milliard Rm. It may be that this is ‘ease certain 
other items of expenditure are omitted in addition to those mentioned 
above (and the list given does not appear to claim completeness), but 
it is almost certainly due also to the failure of the official figures, everi 
before the advent of the Nazis, to declare correctly the total of defence 
expenditure. 

[he national income as published, the corrections applied, and the 
revised totals are given in Table I, as are also estimates for the years 
1939 and 1940, for which no official calculations are available. It 
seems reasonable to assume that average output per head in Austria is 
about 75 per cent of the average in the Old Reich, and the corresponding 
proportion for the Sudetenland is 90 per cent. On these assumptions, 
it may be reckoned that the national income of the Greater Reich, as 
its boundaries were fixed at the outbreak of war, was about 104 milliard 
Km. at 1938 prices, and assuming the 1938 level of employment in the 
Old Reich. Actually, prices rose by perhaps 2 per cent, and total weekly 
hours worked in industry (in the first half of 1939 as compared with 
1938) by about 44 per cent. These changes would make the money 
income in 1939 about Rm. 109 milliards. It must be allowed, however, 
that, after the outbreak of war, perhaps five million extra men were 
removed into the forces, where their output (as reckoned in the national 
income) would be perhaps 1,500 Rm. per head less than in civil life. 
[he total loss of income on this account in the last third of the year may 
be put at 2 milliard Rm. making the national income for 1939 some 
Km. 107 milliard. For the Old Reich alone it would be about 96 
milliard Rm. 


TABLE I 


Published German National Income 1929-38 with Adjustments, 
and Estimates 1939-40 saa vntetos Rm.) 





Published | Indirect “Taxes not Public War and | Additionstol 


National Taxation included in| 


Income | and Fees 


| Borrowing | Armament | Published | 


>. 
Hse ae 3 | from Banks| Debt Int. | Figures 


10.5 
10.8 
9.6 
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9.1 
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“Estimates of Net N ational Income 


Old Reich Greater Reich 
96.0 107.0+ 
1940 99.0 120.04 


: he Reich only. 
cluding Old Reich, Austria, and Sudetenland. 
in luding Old Reich, Austria, Sudetenland, Memel, and Incorporated Poland. 


For the year 1940 we have to include the incorporated part of Poland 
in the Reich, with its 12 million inhabitants, their average output per 
head perhaps 67 per cent of that in the Old Reich, making about 11 
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milliard Rm. in all. There were also, on the average for the whole year, 
about a million additional foreign workers in Germany, and perhaps} 
another million women drawn into employment, giving together an {J 
extra output of some 4 milliard Rm. As compared with the average } 
for 1939 there were perhaps 4 million more men under arms throughout 

the year, bringing about a reduction of some 6 milliards in the national f 
output, so that the total, at 1939 prices, would be about Rm. 116} 
milliard. Average working hours are stated to have been about 3 per cent f 
greater in September, 1940, than in September, 1939, but it may f 
be assumed that this change has been partly offset by decreases inf 
average efficiency due to air raids, etc. Prices on the whole rose by 
about 3 per cent as compared with the previous year. The net national [ 
income at current prices in 1940 may therefore be put at about Rm. 
120 milliard. The corresponding figure for the Old Reich would be 
about Rm. 99 milliard. | 


2. THE COMPONENTS OF THE NATIONAL INCOME 

The net national income as it is defined for the purpose of the above 
estimates should, after the elimination of net payments abroad (mostly 
reparations), correspond with the sum of Government purchases of F 
goods and services, net non-Governmental investment, and private 
consumption. For the years up to 1932-33, German official sources give 
tables of total public expenditure from which it is easy to see how much [7 
was exhaustive and how much consisted of mere transfers correspond- 
ing to no current service rendered. The first of the above components 
of the national income is therefore known for these earlier years, 
though not for subsequent ones. Official estimates of total private net 
investment or disinvestment (including changes in the value of stocks 
are available for the years up to 1934, but not later. Of total private 
consumption there is no direct estimate, but total retail turnover is 
available for all years up to 1939 (for the Old Reich only) and isa 
useful indicator. These series are given in Table II. 

When from the net national income available for home use we sub- 
tract the three components of which we have knowledge for the earlier 
years, the remainder should represent the value of private consumption 
other than retail sales—i.e. farmers’ consumption of their own produce, 
rents, travelling, entertainments, etc., and all services. In the years of 
the depression, especially 1930 and 1931, prices were falling so fast that 
the fall in the value of stocks may have been due solely to this cause, i.e 
there may been been no net consumption at the expense of stocks. In the 
absence of further inquiry, it is difficult to see what adjustments ought 
to be made to consumption in these years on account of stock changes 
It is not unreasonable to conclude, however, that the figures both for 
1929 and for 1932, in both of which years changes in stocks were 
relatively moderate, are approximately right, especially as, by 1932, all 
the series concerned had achieved a certain measure of stability. Ii 
this is taken to be the case, it may be calculated that private consump- 
tion other than retail sales underwent, between 1929 and 1932, a per- 
centage change only about a fifth as great as that undergone by retail 
sales—a conclusion in itself reasonably plausible. It seems legitimate 
to suppose that the relation between changes in the two series persisted 
in the following years, and, on this supposition, total private consump- 
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tion in the Old Reich may be estimated up to 1939. The total private 
consumption in 1938 has been semi-officially estimated at 47-51 
milliard Rm. This must exclude indirect taxation, some 10 or 11 
milliard Rm. of which enters into our total of 60.8 milliard Rm. Some 
confirmation may therefore be claimed for the present method. 


TABLE II 


Income 
Available 
at Home 


Govt. 
Exhaustive 


Expenditure 


Private 
Net | 
Fixed 
Invest- 
ment 


Inventory 
Changes 


| 


Retail 
Sales 





Other 
Private 
Consump- 
tion 


Composition of the German National Income (Old Reich only) 1929-39 (Milliard Rm.) 


Total 
Private 
Consump- 


tion 


| 366 | 27.1 | 63.7 
* | 335 | 27.12 | 60.6 


+3.6 3 
8 

1* | 285 95.2? | 53.7? 
re 
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42.1 _ 
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annie 
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22.7 24.2 46.9 
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| 
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21.8 24.0t 45.8 
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o> 


24.2 | 245+ | 48.7 








1935 5. 49.9 


1936 “ : °. 53.0 








1937 3.3 | 30.$ 5. 56.8 





1938 ? . 60.8 





1939 27.3t 64.8 


ie 
31.2 


* It is to be supposed that most of this “‘disinvestment”’ consists of mere writing-down of unchanged 
stocks. and ought, therefore, not to be added to consumption. 
+ Estimated from retail sales. 


By difference, the data now available give us the sum of Government 
exhaustive expenditure and private net investment for the later years. 
In order to arrive at government exhaustive expenditure in these later 
years, therefore, it is necessary to estimate private net investment. 
Estimates of fixed investment up to 1937 are deducible from data 
assembled by Mr. Balogh (Economic Journal, 1938, p. 466), and a semi- 
official statement has put investment (including stock changes) in 1938 
at 12 milliard Rm. The figures given in Table III therefore may well 
claim to be reasonable. 

In order to see roughly how much of the exhaustive public expendi- 
ture so calculated was absorbed in armaments and other public works 
of a special or semi-military kind, it may be permissible to assume at 
first that non-military works absorbed all but one milliard of the 
exhaustive public expenditure (excluding investment) in 1932-33, that 
all increases of public exhaustive expenditure over this level represent 
armaments or semi-military works and that all increases in public 
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TABLE III 
Exhaustive Expenditure as the Basis of an Estimate of Armament Expenditure 

(Old Reich only) 
in milliavds of Rm. 
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1934 | 129 | +24/ 413] 92 | 25] 47] 071 10 | 30 
| et | | 
1935 | 192 | +56/ +20) 16 | 49] 104| 10 | 15 | 79 
| | | | 
1936 | 235 | +76] +20/ 139 | 7.2 | 138 | 13 | 20 | 105 
| 
1937 | 265 | +95 | +20) 150 | 83/ 15.8 | 16 | 25 | 117 
| ——— re } 
1938 | 326 +12.0 20.6 | 139 | 244] 19 | 30 | 195 
| | | 


1939 31.2 | ? ? ? Pe Pe ? 


investment over the 1932 level have a military object. In this way we 
get a series which adds up, from 1933 to 1938 inclusive, to some 72 
milliard Rm. (see col. 6 of Table III), a total not without significance 
in view of Hitler’s state ment, on the eve of his invasion of Poland, 
that Germany had spent over 90 milliard Rm. on armaments in the 
last six years. It seems plain that his total is confirmed by our cal- 
culation only if all public investment is counted as armaments, and 
if there has been no substantial increase in general costs of adminis- 
tration between 1932-33 and the beginning of the war. Both of these 
assumptions, though allowable in a first tentative calculation, lose 
their validity on further examination. There has been in the last 
seven or eight years, a great deal of public expenditure on motor 
roads and canals, etc., which has only the slightest connection 
with military preparation. Moreover, a great deal of public invest- 
ment undertaken in connection with the Four Year Plan, though 
essentially inspired by strategic considerations, has not made any direct 
contribution to the building up of actual armaments. The great increase 
in the administrative machinery and in the number of officials of all 
kinds, too, must have involved a great increase in the exhaustive public 
expenditure quite unconnected with armaments. Salaries of publi 
officials amounted to 3.7 milliard Rm. in 1932-33: it would not be sur- 
prising if they had risen to 5 or 6 milliards at least. Armament ex- 
penditure, excluding that officially classed as public investment, is 
therefore probably considerably less in each year than that given in 
column 6 of Table III, while an unknown proportion of public invest- 
ment also probably represents armaments proper. The figures in 
columns 7 and 8 of Table III are largely pure guesswork, but it seems 
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better to make a reasonable allowance for the increase in non-military 
expenditure in this way than to let the totals in column 6 stand. The 
results in column 9 are, of course, very highly tentative, but they must 
be taken simply as reasonable conclusions drawn from the present 
approach, to be checked whenever possible against other scraps of 
evidence. 

It will be seen from column 1 of Table III that, so far as the Old 
eich alone is concerned, there seems to have been little if any room 
for an increase in exhaustive public expenditure between 1938 and 
1939 apart from decreases which may have been brought about in 
private investment and in stocks of commodities. So great, indeed, was 
the increase in retail purchases at the beginning of the war, that it 
seems likely that some considerable inroads were in fact made into the 
stocks of retailers and others at that time. It will be interesting to 
survey this conclusion as to the course of public exhaustive expenditure 
financed from the Old Reich in the light of the figures of total public 
expenditure in the Greater Reich, which must be examined. 

A. J. B. 
(To be continued) 


MR. CHURCHILL’S REVIEW OF THE WAR, JUNE 10 


IN a statement on June 10 dealing with the operations in the Medi- 
terranean and Middle East, with particular reference to Crete, Mr. 
Churchill reminded Parliament that the dictators never appeared before 
Parliament to explain their losses or mistakes; apart from this, however, 
he deprecated a debate on the fighting in Crete because it was only one 
part of the very important and complicated campaign which was being 
fought in the Middle East, and could only be viewed as one part. The 
vast scene could only be viewed as a whole, and ought not to be exposed 
toa debate piecemeal. Mr. Churchill then dealt with various questions 
which had been asked. The following are the main points he made. 

“Why, first of all, were there not enough guns provided for the two 
serviceable airfields which existed in Crete? To answer that question 
one would have to consider how many guns we had and whether we 
could afford to spare them for that purpose, and that leads us to a 
wider sphere. All this time the Battle of the Atlantic has been going on. 
A very great number of guns which might have been usefully employed 
in Crete have been, and are being, mounted in the merchant vessels to 
beat off the attack of the Focke-Wulf and Heinkel aircraft, whose 
depredations have been notably lessened thereby. 

‘Again we must consider whether our airfields at home or our air 
factories or the ports and cities in our island, which are under heavy and 
dangerous attack, should have been further denuded or stinted of guns 
in the last six or seven months for the sake of the war in the Middle East. 
It must be remembered that everything we send out to the Middle East 
; out of action for the best part of three months, as it has to go round 
the Cape.” 

Judgment was impossible without having a very full knowledge of all 
their resources and of the various claims on them. They had, however, 
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taken steps from the first moment to defend the anchorage at Suda 
Bay and to develop the aerodrome near by. They provided, in fact, 
a deterrent to attack sufficient to require a major effort on the enemy's 
part. He went on: 

“A man must be a perfect fool who thinks that we have large 
quantities of anti-aircraft guns and aircraft lying about unused at the 
present time. So far as anti-aircraft guns are concerned, large and 
expanding as is our present production, every single gun is in action at 
some necessary point or other, and all future production for many 
months ahead is eagerly competed for by rival claimants. This 
goes back a long way. Four years ago, in March, 1937, I mentioned 
to the House that the Germans had already got 1,500 mobile anti- 
aircraft guns in addition to all their static artillery of anti-aircraft 
defence. Since then they have been making them at a great rate and 
have also captured a vast amount from the countries which they have 
overthrown.”’ 

The output of A.A. guns was, at last, expanding rapidly, but their 
outfits were still incomparably inferior in number to those of the Ger- 
mans. 

‘Another question which may fairly be asked is why we have not got 
a much stronger air force in the Middle East. I can only say that from 
the moment when the Battle of Britain was decided in our favour .. 
we have been ceaselessly sending aircraft as fast as possible to the 
Middle East by every route and every method. During the present 
year, as our strength in the air has grown, we have not been hampered 
by lack of aircraft. The problem has been to send them to the Eastern 
theatre of war. 

“Anyone can see how great are the German advantages, and how 
easy it is for them to move their air force from one side of Europe to the 
other. Wherever they alight they have airfields. As for the serving 
personnel these can go along the main railway lines of Europe. One has 
only to compare this process with aircraft packed in crates and then 
sent by ships over the great ocean spaces until they reach the Cape of 
Good Hope, and then unpacking them and tuning them up and sending 
them to Egypt and getting them into the air when they arrive there. 
The Germans can do in days what takes us weeks or even more.” 

It was the transportation which was the limiting factor in their 
own case, not in the sense of shipping tonnage, but in the sense of the 
time taken under modern war conditions. 

“Now as to the disposition of our Air Force in the Middle East. 
That is primarily a matter for the commanders-in-chief in the Middle 
East, although, of course, the Government share to the full their 
responsibility for whatever is done ... Co-ordination between the 
Services ... is carried to a very high pitch. The Chief Air Officer lives 
in the same house in Cairo as the Commander-in-Chief. The naval 
Commander-in-Chief has to be at sea very often. He has to be at 
Alexandria. But the very closest association exists between these three 
branches, and the idea that any one of these problems would be 
studied by any one of these commanders-in-chief without the closest 
association with the other two is quite illusory. 

“T know of no disagreement that has arisen. Obviously the Army 1s 
the main factor, and the Fleet is preserving the security of the Army 
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on the sea, and the Air Force assists the Army and the Fleet in all their 
functions. But I have heard of no difficulties that could not be settled 
in a few hours by reference. These commanders-in-chief have to settle 
itamong themselves. We share to the full the responsibility for whatever 
is done. It must not be forgotten that, apart from the effort we made in 
Greece, which was very costly in aircraft, the situation in Irak, in 
Palestine, and potentially in Syria, as well as the winding up of the 
Abyssinian story, all made very heavy demands upon our aircraft. 
And the situation in the Western Desert has also to be considered. 

‘Before any rational judgment can be formed on the disposition of 
our air forces and the consequent failure to supply an adequate air force 
for Crete it would be necessary, as in the case of the anti-aircraft guns, 
to know not only what were our own resources but also what was the 
situation at these other theatres, which are all intimately interrelated. 
It is no use trying to judge these matters without full knowledge, and 
that full knowledge obviously cannot be made public or ought not to be 
spread outside the narrowest circles compatible with the security of the 
operations.” 


“T come to the next stage of my argument. In March we decided to go 
to the aid of Greece in accordance with our treaty obligations. This, of 
course, exposed us to the danger of being attacked in the Western 
Desert, and also to defeat by overwhelming numbers in Greece, unless 
Yugoslavia played her part, or unless the Greek Army could be extri- 
cated to hold some narrower line than was actually chosen. After 
Greece was actually overrun by the enemy it seemed probable that 


Crete would be the next object of attack. The enemy, with his vast 
local superiority in air power, was able to drive our aircraft from the 
airfields of Greece, and, added to this, with his enormously superior 
anti-aircraft batteries, he was able to make these airfields rapidly avail- 
able for his own use. Moreover, many more airfields became available 
to him as the weather improved and dried them up. It was evident, 
therefore, that the attack on Crete if it were made would be primarily 
an air-borne attack for which again the vastly superior hostile air force 
would be available. The question then arose whether we should try to 
defend Crete or yield it without a fight. 

‘No one who bears any responsibility for the decision to defend was 
ignorant of the fact that conditions permitted of only the most meagre 
British air support to be provided for our troops in the island or for our 
leet operating around the island. It was not a fact that dawned upon 
the military and other authorities after the decision was taken. It was 
the foundation of the choice, of the difficult and hard choice. The choice 
was whether Crete should be defended without effective air support or 
should the Germans be permitted to occupy it without opposition. I 
see there are those who say that you should never fight without superior 
or at least ample air support, and they ask, ‘When will this lesson be 
learned?’ But supposing you cannot have it? The questions that have 
to be settled are not questions between what is good and what is bad. 
[hey are very often the choice between two very terrible alternatives. 
If you cannot have this essential, this desirable air support, for reasons I 
whe must you then yield one important key position after 
another?”’ 
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Others said they should never defend a place unless sure of being 
able to hold it. But where should a stand be made? and what would 
happen if the enemy were allowed to advance unopposed and overrun 
the most invaluable strategic points? If they had never gone to Greece 
or Crete the Germans might already have got control of Syria and Irak, 
and be preparing for an advance into Persia. It was not only a question 
of the time gained by fighting, but there was also the vitally important 
principle of stubborn resistance to the will of theenemy. Again and again 
in history it had been proved that such resistance, even under exception- 
ally unfavourable conditions, was an essential element in victory. 

As to the case of Crete, no one had any illusions about the scale of 
enemy air borne attack. As it turned out he was prepared to pay an 
almost unlimited price for this conquest. He continued: 

“Let us look at the anatomy of this Battle of Crete. We hoped that 
25,000 to 30,000 good troops—I purposely make it vague—with 
artillery and a proportion of tanks, added to the Greek forces, would 
destroy the paratroops and clutter their landing, and prevent the enemy 
from using the airfields and the harbour. Our Army was to have 
destroyed the air attack and the Navy to hold off the seaborne attack. 
But there was a time limit. Reaction on the Navy without Air Force 
support was bound to be serious. We could only stand a certain pro- 
portion of naval losses before our northern seaguard would have to be 
withdrawn. If the Army meanwhile could bite off the head of this air 
invasion before this limit of the Navy was reached, the enemy would 
have to begin all over again. Having regard to the scale of operations 
and the losses, he might have broken it off for the time being. That was 
the basis on which the decision was come to.” 

He asked what would have been said if they had given up Crete 
without firing a shot—they would have been told they had surrendered 
the key to the Eastern Mediterranean. After declaring that it was no 
good trying to explain defeat—there was only one answer to defeat, 
and that was victory — he said he often asked himself whether he ought 
to encourage good hopes of success or prepare the public for bitter 
disappointments. The latter was to be preferred, from the purely 
British standpoint, but other nations often did not understand it, and 
the enemy made the most of anything said which could be twisted to 
represent British opinion as pessimistic about the chances of victory. 
He then went on: 

“There is one thing I regret very much. That is that the brunt of this 
fighting in the Middle East should have fallen so heavily on the splendid 
Australian and New Zealand troops. I regret it for this reason among 
others—that the German propaganda is always reproaching us for 
fighting with other people’s blood, and they mock us with the insulting 
taunt that England will fight to the last Australian or New Zealander. 
I was very glad to see Mr. Menzies in his noble speech on Sunday night 
deal with this vile propaganda as it deserves. 

“There have been, in fact, during 1941, almost as many British as 
there are Australian or New Zealand troops engaged in all the operations 
in the Western Desert, in Greece, and in Crete, and our losses durg in this 
year compared with the numbers engaged are slightly heavier for the 
British than the Dominion troops. In Crete also the numbers were 
almost exactly equal and the British losses were again slightly heavier. 
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These figures exclude wounded or missing, and they exclude all Indian 
or non-British troops from our total.” 

He then gave the names of the British regiments engaged in the Crete 
operations—9, including the Royal Marines, who suffered 1,400 cas- 
ualties and men captured out of 2,000. Out of 90,000 lives so far lost in 
the war at least 85,000 came from the Mother Country. In Crete the 
total losses were about 15,000 killed, wounded, and prisoners. The 
Germans lost about 5,000 drowned and at least 12,000 killed and 
wounded on the island. 

In addition about 180 fighter and bomber aircraft were destroyed, 
and at least 250 troop carrying ‘planes. The battle was well worth 
fighting and would play an extremely important part in the whole 
defence of the Nile Valley. He went on: 

“It is asked, ‘Will the lessons of Crete be learned and how will they 
affect the defence of this island?’ Officers who took part in the thickest 
of the fighting in responsible positions, including the New Zealand 
Brigadier, are already approaching this country. At the same time, 
very full appreciations have been made by the Staff in the Middle East 
and are being made in a more lengthy form, and all this material will 
be examined by the General Staff here. It will also be placed at the 
disposal of General Sir Alan Brooke, who commands the several millions 
of armed men we have in this island, including the Home Guard. 
Every effort will be made to profit by them. 

‘There are, however, two facts to be borne in mind in comparing what 
happened in Crete with what might happen here. In the first place we 
rely upon a strong superiority in air power, and certainly upon a much 
greater air power both actually and relatively than was proved suffi- 
cient last autumn. This sustains not only the land defences, but 
liberates again the power of the Navy from the thraldom in which it 
was held around Crete. In the second place the scale of the effort 
required from the Germans in attack would have to be multiplied many 
times over from what was necessary in Crete, and it might be this 
would be beyond their capacity—beyond the capacity of their resources 
or their schemes. 

“Everything, however, will be done to meet an airborne and seaborne 
attack launched upon a vast scale and maintained with total disregard 
of losses. We should not be lulled by the two arguments I have put 
forward into any undue sense of security.” 

They were making many improvements in the defence of their 
airfields and in the mobility of the forces near them. He here stated 
that it was not true that German parachutists in Crete had been dressed 
in New Zealand uniforms. The mistake arose from the action of the 
enemy in driving New Zealanders—walking wounded—before them 
in their attack. 


_ On the subject of Air Arm co-operation with the Army he said they 
intended to go forward on that path immediately and to provide the 
Army with a considerably larger number of aircraft suited entirely to 
the work they had to do. 


He next dealt with Syria, repeating that Britain had no territorial 
designs there or in any other French territory. On the contrary, they 
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would do all in their power to restore the freedom, independence, and 
the rights of France. The infiltration of Germans into Syria and their 
intrigue in Iraq constituted very great dangers to the whole eastern 
flank of the British defences in the Nile Valley. He went on: 

“The only choice before us in that theatre for some time has been 
whether to encourage the Free French to attempt counter-penetration 
by themselves or whether, at heavy risk and delay, to prepare a con- 
siderable force as we have done. It was also necessary to restore the 
position in Iraq before any serious advance in Syria could be made. 
Our relations with Vichy and the possibilities of an open breach with 
the Vichy Government eventually raised the military and strategic 
significance of these movements to the very highest point. 

“Finally and above all, the formidable menace of the invasion of 
Egypt by the German Army in Cyrenaica, supported by large Italian 
forces with German stiffening, remains our chief preoccupation in the 
Middle East. The advance by the German armoured forces into Egypt 
has been threatening for the last two months, and there would not be 
much use in our attempting to cope with the situation in Syria if at the 
same time our defences in the Western Desert were beaten down and 
broken through. 

“We have taken all these things into consideration, and I was very 
glad indeed when General Wavell reported that he was in a position to 
make the advance which began on Sunday morning, and which, so far 
as I have been informed up to the present, is progressing with very little 
opposition and favourably. This position in Syria was very nearly 
gone. The German poison was spreading through the country, and the 


revolt in Iraq, perhaps beginning prematurely, enabled us to take the 
necessary measures to correct the evil. But again we must not rejoice or 
give way to jubilation while we are engaged in operations of this diffi- 
culty and when the reaction of the Germans still remains to us obscure 
and unknown.” 


On the subject of factory output at home, Mr. Churchill said it was 
not true that productivity had fallen off. The monthly production of 
guns and heavy tanks for the first quarter of 1941 was 50 per cent greater 
than that of the last quarter of 1940. The output for May was the highest 
yet reached and more than double the monthly rate of the last quarter of 
1940. 

As to the sea threat, in January Hitler mentioned March as the peak 
effort of his attack, and there were rumours of hundreds of U-boats and 
masses of aircraft being used against them. It was now middle June, 
and apart from the losses in the Mediterranean, May was the best month 
for some time in the Atlantic. On their side, they had in that month 
sunk 257,000 tons of enemy shipping, and this despite the fact that the 
enemy presented them with a target only a tenth of the size of the one 
they presented to them, with never iess than 400 ships in the danger 
zone on any day. 

After referring to the successes in Africa he said it was over 3 months 
since the Germans said they would be in Suez in a month and were 
telling the Spaniards that when Suez fell they would have to come into 
the war. In Iraq the position had been restored and they were advancing 
into Syria. The large forces used in Abyssinia were now set free, with 
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an immense mass of transport, and large numbers were on their way and 
had already reached the Nile Delta. He concluded: 

“T give no guarantee, I make no promise, or prediction for the future. 
But if the next six months, during which we must expect even harder 
fighting and many disappointments, should find us in no worse position 
than that in which we stand to-day, if after having fought so long alone, 
single-handed against the might of Germany, and against Italy, and 
against the intrigues and treachery of Vichy, we should still be found 
the faithful and unbeaten guardians of the Nile Valley and of the regions 
that lie about it, then I say a famous chapter will have been written in 
the martial history of the British Empire and Commonwealth of Nations.”’ 


MR. CHURCHILL’S BROADCAST TO THE U.S.A., JUNE 16 


ON June 16 Mr. Churchill was created a Doctor of Laws of Rochester 
University, New York State, and in a speech broadcast throughout the 
United States he referred to the testing time through which Britain 
was passing and said: 

“Strong tides of emotion, fierce surges of passion sweep the broad 
expanses of the Union in this year of fate. In the prodigious travail 
there are many elemental forces, there is much heart-searching and 
self-questioning, some pangs, some sorrow, some conflict of voices, but 
no fear. The world is witnessing the birth-throes of a sublime resolve. 
[ shall presume to confess to you that I have no doubt what that 
resolve will be. 

“The destiny of mankind is not decided by material computation. 
When great causes are on the move in the world, stirring all men’s souls, 
drawing them from their firesides, casting aside comfort, amusement, 
wealth, and the pursuit of happiness in response to impulses at once 
awe-striking and irresistible, we learn that we are spirits, not animals, 
and that something is going on in space and time and beyond space 
and time which, whether we like it or not, spells duty.” 

After emphasizing that, whatever happened, they would endure to 
the end, he concluded: 

“And now the old lion, with her lion cubs at her side, stands alone 
against hunters who are armed with deadly weapons and impelled by 
desperate and destructive rage. Is the tragedy to repeat itself once 
more? No. This is not the end of the tale. The stars in their courses 
proclaim the deliverance of mankind. Not so easily shall the onward 
progress of the peoples be barred. Not so easily shall the lights of free- 
dom die. 

“But time is short. Every month that passes adds to the length and 
to the perils of the journey that will have to be made. United we stand, 
divided we fall. Divided, the Dark Ages return; united, we can save 
ind guide the world.” 








MR. CHURCHILL’S BROADCAST ON THE GERMAN 
ATTACK ON RUSSIA 



































ON June 22 Mr. Churchill broadcast to the world a declaration of 
British policy in the new situation created by Hitler’s attack on Russia. 
He said they had now reached the fourth climacteric of the war—at 4 
that morning Hitler invaded Russia. All his usual formalities of 
perfidy were observed with scrupulous technique. No complaint had ; 
been made by Germany of non-fulfilment of the non-aggression pact. J§ ,.. 
But, without even an ultimatum, German bombs rained down on a 
Russian cities, and troops invaded the country. r 

All this was no surprise to him; in fact, he had given Stalin clear and 
precise warning of it, and he only hoped it had not fallen unheeded. 


regi 
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He went on: dis] 
“Hitler is a monster of wickedness, insatiable in his lust for blood oil 
and plunder. . . . The terrible military machine which we and the rest FF ,)); 


of the civilized world so foolishly, so supinely, so insensately allowed 
the Nazi gangster to build up year by year from almost nothing—this etl 
machine cannot stand idle jest it rust and fall to pieces. It must be in ont 
continual motion, grinding up human lives and trampling down the PP j). 
homes of hundreds of millions of men. Moreover, it must be fed not FF ,.4 
only with flesh but with oil. So now this bloodthirsty guttersnipe must fF <,.,, 


launch his mechanized armies upon new fields of slaughter, pillage, and fF pow 
devastation.” = 
He then pictured the lot of the Russian peasant, robbed of his bread, JF ;; y, 


his harvest, and of the oil needed for his ploughs, thus producing a one 
famine without example in human history. Even the carnage Hitler’s JF had 
victory, should he gain it, would bring would itself only bea stepping- FF ;)., 
stone to an attempt to plunge the 400 or 500 million who lived in China hop 
and the 350 million of India into that bottomless pit of human degrada- fF) ,,4 
tion over which the diabolic emblem of the Swastika flaunted itself. B For 
The Nazi regime was undistinguishable from the worst features of ther 
Communism, and was devoid of all theme and principles except appe- } 
tite and racial domination. It excelled all forms of human wickedness 
in the efficiency of its cruelty and ferocious aggression. He would 
unsay no word that he had spoken against Communism in the past, he ]} 
declared, ‘‘but all this fades away before the spectacle that is now 
unfolding. ... I see the Russian soldiers standing on the threshold of 
their native land, guarding the fields their fathers have tilled from time [| 
immemorial. ...I see the ten thousand villages of Russia where the IN ; 
means of existence are wrung so hardly from the soil, but where there Hitl 
are still primordial human joys, where maidens laugh and children care 
play. I see advancing upon all this in hideous onslaught the Nazi war JVI ca 
machine with its clanking, heel-clicking, dandified Prussian officers, its of tl 
crafty expert agents fresh from the cowing and tying down of a dozen }¥ Gerr 
countries. I see also the dull, drilled, docile, brutish masses of the plots 
Hun soldiery, plodding on like a swarm of crawling locusts. . . . Behind Hi 
all this I see that small group of men who planned, organized, and JF feeli, 
launched this cataract of horrors upon mankind... .’’ He went on: Bols 
“But now I have to declare the decision of his Majesty’s Government, FW but 
and I feel sure it is a decision in which the great Dominions will in due F¥ domi 
course concur. But we must speak it now at once, without a days J) mea 
delay. ... We have but one aim and one single irrevocable purpose. We J) been 
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are resolved to destroy Hitler and every vestige of the Nazi regime. 
from this nothing will turn us—nothing. We will never parley, we 
of will never negotiate with Hitler or any of his gang. We shall fight him 


2. \ land, we shall fight him by sea, we shall fight him in the air until, 
4 with God’s help, we will rid the earth of all those who have shadowed it 
of and liberate the peoples from his yoke. 
id “Any man or State who fights against Nazism will have our aid. 
A. Any man or State who marches with Hitler is our foe. This applies not 
- only to an organized State, but to all representatives of that vile race 

{ Quislings who make themselves the tools and agents of the Nazi 
id WF regime against their fellow-countrymen and against the land of their 
d. birth. These Quislings, like the Nazi leaders themselves, have not been 

disposed of by their fellow-countrymen, which would save trouble, but 
od will be delivered by us on the morn of victory to the justice of the 
St fF} Allied tribunals. 
ed [) “That is our policy and that is our declaration. It follows therefore 
uS fF) that we shall give whatever help we can to Russia and to the Russian 
i J) people. We shall appeal to all our friends and Allies in every part of 
he J the world to take the same course and pursue it, as we shall, faithfully 
ot and steadfastly to the end. We have offered to the Government of 
st’ Ff) Soviet Russia any technical or economic assistance which is in our 
nd) power and which is likely to be of service to them.” 

- In conclusion, Mr. Churchill emphasized that this was no class war; 

d, J) it was a war in which the whole British Empire and Commonwealth was 
4 7) engaged without distinction of race, creed, or party. Hitler knew that 
'S J he must defeat Britain herself, and his invasion of Russia was no more 
Is than the prelude to an attempted invasion of the British Isles. He 
“ ) hoped, no doubt, that this might be accomplished before the winter, 
a- 


and that he could overwhelm Great Britain before the Fleets and Air 
Forces of the United States might intervene. “The Russian danger is 
therefore our danger, and the danger of the United States.’ 
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he J} IN a Proclamation announcing the invasion of Russia on June 22 
ere Hitler began, ‘“German people, National Socialists oppressed by grave 
en cares, condemned for months to silence, the hour has now arrived when 
yar) I can speak openly’, and went on to give an account on familiar lines 
its of the way in which England had done everything possible to encircle 
en (Germany and prevent her resurrection, with the usual reference to the 
che plots of ‘‘Jews and democrats, Bolshevists and reactionaries’. 
nd _ He then declared that ‘‘never did the German people harbour hostile 
nd feelings against the peoples of Russia. Yet for over 20 years the Jewish- 
olshevist rulers in Moscow endeavoured to set not only Germany, 
nt, but the whole of Europe, aflame’. They endeavoured to force their 
lue comination upon Germany and other countries not only by ideological 
4 means but, above all, by military force. ‘I, on the other hand, have 
e 





deen striving for 20 years ... to arrive at a new Socialist order in 
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Germany which would not only eliminate unemployment, but also 
permit the workers to receive an even greater share of the fruits of their [ 
labour.’’ The success of this policy was unique in the history of the | 
world, and “‘it was therefore only with extreme difficulty that I brought } 
myself in August, 1939, to send my Foreign Minister to Moscow in an 
endeavour there to oppose the British policy of encirclement’’. 

The consequences of the treaty then concluded were very severe f 
indeed. Far more than 500,000 Germans, all small farmers, artisans. 
and workmen, were forced to leave their homeland (in Latvia and Esto- 
nia) practically overnight in order to escape from a new regime which 
from the very first threatened them with boundless misery, and sooner | 
or later with complete extermination. In spite of everything thousands ff 
of Germans disappeared. Through all this he had remained silent, for it 
was his one desire to achieve a final relief of the tension, and, if possible, 
an outstanding settlement with Russia. However, as early as the ad- 
vance in Poland Soviet rulers, contrary to the treaty, suddenly claimed 
Lithuania. Germany never had the intention of occupying Lithuania 
and had even refused a request to do so by the Government, “‘as in- 
consistent with the aims of German policy’’. This was only the begin- 
ning of continually renewed extortions by the Soviet rulers. 


Hitler then described various steps taken by Russia, encouraged, bi 
said, by England, to increase her control over countries bordering 01 
Germany—the seizure of the Baltic States, the war on Finland, and so on 
culminating in the ‘‘tremendous concentration”’ of troops on Germany's 
eastern frontier. This resulted in the tying-up of such powerful German 
forces in the east that the radical conclusion of the war in the west 
particularly as regards aircraft, could no longer be vouched for by the 
High Command. This suited both England and Russia, for both oi 
them intended to let the war go on for as long as possible in order to 
weaken the whole of Europe and render it still more helpless. 

After remarking that he himself had advised Rumania to cede 
Bessarabia for the sake of peace, he declared that he had then agreed 
to guarantee the integrity of what remained of Rumania, but “‘with a 
heavy heart, principally because if the Germans give a guarantee tliat 
means that the guarantee is kept’. In order, however, to clear up the 
Russian attitude towards Germany he invited Molotoff to Berlin; and 
Molotoff then asked for clarification of or agreement to the following 
4 questions: 

1. ‘‘Was the German guarantee to Rumania also directed against 
Soviet Russia in the case of an attack by Soviet Russia on Rumania’ 
My answer: The German guarantee is a general one and is uncondition- 
ally binding upon us. Russia, however, had declared to us that shi 
had no other interest in Rumania beyond Bessarabia. The occupation 
of Northern Bukovina had already been a violation of this aysurance 
I did not therefore think that Russia could now suddenly have moré 
far-reaching intentions against Rumania. 

2. “Russia again felt menaced by Hitler. Russia was determined 
not to tolerate this. Was Germany prepared to give Finland no assis- 
tance and also to withdraw German troops marching to Kirkenes 
My answer: Germany has now, as always, no political interest im 
Finland. A new war against the little Finnish nation would be regarde¢ 
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1s intolerable by the Reich Government, the more so as Russia could 
never be regarded as threatened by Finland. We at no price wanted to 
have a new war in the Baltic. 

3. ‘‘Would Germany be prepared to allow Russia to give a guarantee 
to Bulgaria and for this purpose send Soviet troops to Bulgaria without, 
for example, having any intentions of overthrowing the monarchy? 
\lv answer: Bulgaria is a sovereign State and I did not know that the 
Bulgarians had asked Russia for a guarantee as the Rumanians had 

one in the case of Germany. The matter would in addition have to 
be discussed with my allies. 

4. “Soviet Russia above all needed an exit through the Dardanelles, 
and for her protection demanded the occupation of an important base 
on the Dardanelles or the Bosphorus. Would Germany agree or not? 
My answer: Germany was prepared at any time to agree to a change 
in the Statute of Montreux in favour of the Black Sea States. Germany 
was not prepared to agree to Russia occupying a base in the Straits.” 


He claimed that he had taken the only possible attitude as leader of 
the nation “and also as the representative of European culture and 
civilization’. But the result was greater Soviet activity against Ger- 
many and her neighbours and friends, and he cited the rising in 
Rumania against General Antonescu. Meanwhile more and more 
troops were concentrated on the German frontier, whereas “the 
German Forces and the German nation know that until a few weeks 
ago not a single German tank or mechanized division was stationed on 
our eastern frontier’. 

He next declared that Russia and England organized the coup d’état 
in Yugoslavia. Russia a few days later concluded the agreement which 
was intended to strengthen the Serbs and incite them against Germany, 
and Moscow demanded the mobilization of the Serbian Army. The 
German Government possessed documentary proof that Russia gave 
Serbia a promise to supply her via Salonika with arms, aircraft, muni- 
tions, etc. Only the rapid advance to Skoplje and the capture of 
Salonika frustrated this; the Serbian Air Force officers, however, fled 
to Russia. Meanwhile the Soviets steadily increased their preparations 
in order, with Britain and supported by American supplies, to throttle 
and crush Germany and Italy, while the rulers of the Kremlin all along 
put up a show of peace and friendship. 

For weeks constant violations of the frontier had been taking place, 
and Russian airmen considered it a sport nonchalantly to look down 
over these frontiers.. In the night of June 17 Russian reconnaissance 
parties again penetrated into Reich territory and could only be driven 
back after prolonged firing. He concluded: 

“German people, in this very hour a movement of troops is taking 
place which in its extent and magnitude is the greatest that the world 
has ever seen. United with their Finnish comrades, the warriors who 
won the victory at Narvik are manning the shores of the Arctic Ocean. 
German divisions commanded by the conqueror of Norway, together 
with the champions of Finnish liberty commanded by their Marshal, 
are protecting Finnish territory. From East Prussia to the Carpathians 
fresh formations mass along the German eastern front. Along the lower 
regions of the Danube down to the shores of the Black Sea, German 
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and Rumanian soldiers are united under the Rumanian Premier, Genera] 
Antonescu. 

“The task of this front is no longer the protection of individual 
countries but the safety of Europe and the salvation of us all.” 


THE GERMAN NOTE TO RUSSIA 


EARLY on June 22 Ribbentrop handed to the Soviet Ambassador a 
Note dated June 21 containing a long list of alleged hostile acts by 
Russia against Germany since the defeat of France, and particularly 
since Molotoff’s visit to Berlin in November, 1940, and maintaining 
that Russia had been secretly supporting Britain by propaganda 
against the German Armies of occupation all over Europe. 

Among other hostile acts were: the sabotaging of 16 German ships, 
the instigation of the attempted revolt in Rumania on Jan. 23, and 
a promise given to the Yugoslavs to supply them with arms and muni- 
tions secretly. The conclusion of the treaty with Germany was for 
Russia only a tactical manceuvre to prepare for force. The comprehen- 
sive material concerning the anti-German activity of the Soviet Union, 
which would be published by the Reich Government, proved con- 
clusively that Russia’s declaration constituted a definite attempt to 
mislead Germany. 

The Note also recalled the Russian occupation of the Baltic States 
and the demand for the cession of Bessarabia and the Bukovina, to 
which a German answer was required in 24 hours. ‘Both provinces 
were immediately Bolshevized and thus ruined.” It also declared that 
when Yugoslavia was defeated 200 Yugoslav aircraft, with English 
agents and Serbian ‘‘Putschists’’, flew to Russia and Egypt. 

“Bolshevism’’, it concluded, “is opposed to National Socialism in 
deadly enmity. Bolshevist Moscow desires to stab National Socialist 
Germany in the back while she is engaged in a struggle for her exis- 
tence... .” 


M. MOLOTOFF’S BROADCAST OF JUNE 22 


AT 11.15 on June 22 Molotoff told the Russian people that at 4 that morn- 
ing, without giving any reason, German forces had invaded the country, 
and raided Zhitomir, Kiev, Sevastopol, Kaunas, and several other towns, 
with aircraft coming from Finland and Rumania. This attack “‘without 
example in the history of civilized nations’ had been made despite 
the non-aggression pact, which had been conscientiously kept by Russia 
in every detail. All responsibility for this “robber attack’’ theretore 
fell on the German Fascist leader. The German Ambassador had 
given him a Note at 5.30 that morning declaring that Germany had 
decided to “‘proceed against’’ them because of the concentration 0! 
units of the Red Army on the western frontier with Germany. [0 
answer, he had pointed out that until the last minute the German 
Government had made no representations to the Soviet Government 
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He announced that “at no single point have our forces or our Air 

force allowed any frontier to be violated, and because of that the 
Jlegations of the Rumanian wireless that the Soviet Air Force raided 
umanian aerodromes is nothing but a lie and a provocation. In the 
same way, the whole of Hitler’s declaration is nothing but provoca- 
tion . 
Orders had been given to the Army to beat back the invasion. The 
war had been forced on them not by the German people, not by the 
German workers or intelligentsia, “whose problems we thoroughly 
understand”, but by a clique of bloodthirsty Fascist leaders. 

In conclusion, he reminded the people that Napoleon had met his 
doom by invading Russia, and the same thing would happen to the 
arrogant Hitler. “All our people’, he ended, “‘must be united and stead- 
fast as never before. Everyone of us must demand from himself and 
from others discipline, organization, and a self-sacrifice worthy of the 
true Soviet patriot.”’ 





OUTLINE OF MILITARY OPERATIONS 
June 10 (Tuesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Bombs dropped in night by a single aircraft at a point 
near the south coast; no damage or casualties. Evening bulletin: 
Bombs dropped at one point in north-east by single raider; little damage 
and no casualties. Otherwise activity very slight. One enemy bomber 
destroyed off west coast. 

Against Germany: Widespread attacks on June 8 on shipping off 
coasts of Norway, the Low Countries, and France. Results unknown 
owing to bad visibility. Several engagements with enemy fighters, one 
of which destroyed, another probably, and many more damaged. 
Four aircraft missing. 

Admiralty: On previous afternoon the Blencathra shot down an 
enemy fighter without sustaining any damage. 

German communiqué: Two British bombers shot down by patrol 
boats in North Sea. Four freighters sunk by bombs off the English 
coast and in Atlantic. No enemy operations over Reich territory in 
day or night. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
Malta: Fighters intercepted 4 Italian aircraft west of Malta the 
previous day, destroyed 2 and badly damaged the others. Heavy raids 
on Rhodes on night of June 8, with direct hits on harbour mole, large [ 


fires started at Calato aerodrome, and many exploSions among some 
50 dispersed aircraft at Kattavia. 

Italian communiqué: An enemy fighter shot down in combat south- 
west of Malta. One aircraft missing. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Syria, penetration proceeding satisfactorily, and Arab 
reaction to arrival of Allied Forces generally favourable. R.A.F. 
Fighters drove off enemy aircraft trying to bomb motor transport at 
Saramein (30 miles south of Damascus). Five enemy ’planes shot down 
by patrols protecting shipping off the coast. Haifa raided in the night; 
slight damage to civilian property and a few casualties. One raider 
shot down by A.A. fire and others damaged. Aleppo airfield (from 
which the raiders operated) bombed, and aircraft on ground and land- 
ing from the Haifa raid hit and set on fire. 

Semi-official reports: British and Australian troops crossed frontie! 
on June 8 at 4 points; along coast road from Nakura; at a point 15 miles 
to the east; through Metulla, at extreme northern point of Palestine 
and at a point on the shore of Lake Tiberias, to get on to the road to 
Kuneitra, which was entered after some fighting at daybreak on 
June 10. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA . 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Patrol activity on frontier area of Libya. Operations 

in Omo River area ended in conquest of a further 45,000 sq. miles, 
826 
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and in destruction or dispersal of 4 Italian divisions. All major oppo- 
sition in front of Gimma overcome. Semi-official report: Northern 
column advancing on Gimma reached Socorro, south-west of Abalti, 
ind southern column progressed 12 miles from point where Omo 
rossed. Prisoners now totalled 3,900. 

R.A.F.: R.A.F. and South Africans bombing and machine-gunning 
positions in small area still in Italian hands. Tripoli raided by Fleet 
\ir Arm on night of June 8, starting fires in a ship and on the Mole. 
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= [talian communiqué: The garrison at Debra Tabor rejected a demand 
sion mm to surrender. Two British fighters shot down near Tobruk by German 
fighters. Tripoli and Benghazi raided. 
trol 
rlish June 11 (Wednesday) 
o% WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 
Air Ministry: Activity in night on small scale. Bombs in South Wales 
the |» 2nd at a point on south-west coast; some damage and fatal casualties in 
aids Wales. Slight activity during day; a few bombs in south-west England, 
arge but no details received. 
ome Against Germany: Ijmuiden docks bombed during morning and 
storehouses hit, a small patrol vessel off Dutch coast sunk, and a float 
uth- plane shot down. One aircraft missing. Zeebrugge mole and shipping 
bombed later, and a 5,000 ton tanker sunk in the Straits. Offensive 
patrols carried out over whole Channel area. One fighter missing. 
Brest docks (where a cruiser, believed to be Prince Eugen, taking 
rab shelter) bombed in night by strong forces; also St. Nazaire, and aero- 
_F.: | dromes at Mandal and Stavanger, Norway. A 2,000 ton supply ship 
t at | @ hit amidships by an air torpedo off Norwegian coast. An enemy fighter 
own |@ Shot down during sweep in search of shipping the previous day. One 
cht; |@ aircraft missing. 
‘der German communiqué: Successful attacks on convoys off Scottish 
rom coast and in Bristol Channel, and harbour works at northern end of 
ind- | @ latter bombed and fires started. No activity over German territory. 
tier MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
viles R.A.F.: Calato and other aerodromes in Rhodes bombed during 
‘ine nights of June 9 and 10, a large petrol fire started, 2 aircraft burnt, 
i to | @ and others destroyed and damaged. ' 
on German communiqué: Haifa tank depots, etc., bombed by aircraft 
taking off from new bases, causing explosions. 
Italian communiqué: Localities in Rhodes bombed on nights of 
June 8 and 9. 
jons 





SYRIA AND PALESTINE 
1-H.Q. Cairo: Satisfactory progress in Syria. 
R.A.F.: full support given to troops, Palmyra airfield bombed, and 
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hangars hit. Two raids on Haifa the | previous day, but damage not 
serious. One raider destroyed and another badly damaged. Semi- 
official reports: Several hundred prisoners taken in coastal and 
Syrian frontier fighting. Allied forces also advancing from Iraq, and 
had reached Kamish, where railway from Turkey crossed tongue of 
Syrian territory. Beirut wireless: Enemy attack launched during day 
east of Kiswe; this held by French forces. In Merj Ayoun region the 
advance units had organized themselves in new positions. On coast the 


troops resisting the British push, which was supported by British [ 


Fleet. Aircraft very active all day, bombing and machine-gunning 
objectives and dispersing many concentrations. 


Vichy report: Allied drive along whole front intensified, and crossing { 


of the Litani forced. Merj Ayoun and Ghabaghib evacuated. At sea on } 


June 9, 2 French destroyers sighted 3 British 12 miles south-west o/ 
Beirut, hit one, and then withdrew to Beirut pursued by more British 
ships which meanwhile appeared. One of the latter also hit and later 
seen on fire. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

R.A.F.: Benghazi bombed and a ship and the Julian Mole hit 
Benina, Derna, Gambut, and Gazala airfields attacked, with much 
damage at Gazala. A motor transport convoy machine-gunned be- 
tween Barce and Derna and about 30 vehicles, mostly large tankers, 
destroyed. An enemy aircraft reconnoitring Alexandria the previous 
day destroyed. All aircraft returned from Syrian, Mediterranean, and 
African operations. 

German communiqué: British batteries round Tobruk silenced by 
shell fire. Mersa Matruh bombed and fires started. 

Italian communiqué: Tobruk defences and depots bombed on night 
of June 9, and fires started. 


June 12 (Thursday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 


Air Ministry: Activity in night not on heavy scale, but substantial 7 


damage in some places, and in one district casualties feared numerous 
Bombs dropped at widely-separated points in many districts, but 
casualties generally not reported to be large. Very little activity 
during day and no bombs reported. Leaflets dropped over East Anglia 
by German aircraft, stating that England would starve by the end 0! 
the year and the beginning of 1942, as the battle of the Atlantic wa 
being lost. 

Against Germany: The Ruhr attacked in night by strong forces, and 
large fires caused in factories and oil stores at Duisburg, Liisseldor! 
and Cologne; also Rotterdam and Boulogne docks. Eight aircraft 
missing. Coastal Command and Fleet Air Arm bombed I[jmuiden 
Dunkirk, and Norderney. All aircraft returned. During day enem) 
shipping in Channel attacked and a ship of 1,400 tons left sinking. (ne 
enemy fighter destroyed. All aircraft returned. 

German communiqué: Military targets in the Midlands and southem 
England and harbours on the east coast of Scotland bombed previous 
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day and night. Enemy attempts to fly over occupied territory the 
previous day frustrated, and 5 aircraft destroyed. Bombs dropped in 
night at several points in North and West Germany, killing and 
injuring civilians. Heavy damage to houses at Cologne, Duisburg, 
nd Bochum, and slight damage to railways and industrial plant. 
(en raiders destroyed by night fighters and A.A. batteries. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

Malta: Two raids during day; 5 raiders destroyed in each, and others 
damaged. An Italian aircraft destroyed the previous day when 
attempting a reconnaissance. 

\dmiralty: The monitor Terror and gun-boat Ladybird lost off 
Libyan coast. 

Italian communiqué: Air ports in Malta attacked repeatedly in night, 
and 2 Hurricanes destroyed during reconnaissances the previous day. 
A British bomber shot down by fighters in the Central Mediterranean, 
and another by a destroyer south of Pantellaria. One aircraft missing. 
Bombs dropped on a locality in Rhodes. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Further important progress the previous day in all 
sectors. Misled by incorrect information Vichy troops resisting in 
certain areas, necessitating use of force to prevent obstructions to the 
advance. When these troops overrun many had expressed sympathy 
with the Allied object of preserving Syria from German penetration. 

R.A.F.: Full support given to troops, both by fighter patrols and by 
reconnaissance. Aleppo aerodrome raided on night of June 10, bombs 
falling on aircraft, buildings, and runways, and causing fires. Beirut 
harbour bombed, and a Vichy aircraft destroyed. 

Semi-official report: Merj Ayoun occupied, after Australian capture 
of Khayam fortress, a key position commanding rocky valleys round 
the town. On coast road the advance reached outskirts of Sidon. 
lel-aviv raided on night of June 11, and 12 persons killed; also Haifa, 
where casualties 2 only. 

Vichy News Agency: French troops resisting to utmost, entrenched 
in groves surrounding Sidon. Australian attacks incessant, supported 
by tanks and guns of a battleship, 2 cruisers, and 5 destroyers which 
had been shelling the port for 3 days. Two French destroyers which 
went to meet them hit 2 light units. Beirut raided during night. Merj 
Ayoun evacuated the previous day. In front of Damascus de Gaulle 
troops continued attacks on Kiswe, but all repulsed. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Lekemti occupied by Patriots, and Assab captured 
by Indian troops with co-operation of Navy and Air Force. Prisoners 
included 50 naval ratings, 87 airmen, numbers of troops, with 2 generals 
and a naval captain, and 39 German seamen. 

k.A.F.: Enemy concentrations in Libya attacked the previous day, 
with considerable damage to transport and troops. In Gazala, Capuzzo, 
and Al Adem regions 20 large vehicles destroyed, and on El Gubba- 
Appolonia road at least 7 in a convoy destroyed. Aerodromes bombed 
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on night of June 10 included Gazala, Gambut, and Berka, many 
aircraft damaged. Benghazi also raided again. Pilots reported at 
least 6 seaplanes and several cargo ships lying sunk from previous 
attacks. One aircraft missing from all Mediterranean, Syrian, and 
African operations. 

Italian communiqué. Concentrations of tanksand cars shelled success- 
fully near Tobruk, where defences and depots repeatedly bombed, and 
explosions caused. Mersa Matruh bombed by German aircraft and a 
petrol dump set on fire. Some localities near Benghazi raided; the 
civilian population showed great calm and discipline. 


June 13 (Friday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: A few aircraft inland during the night, mostly over 
parts of eastern England; some bombs, but no casualties or damage 
except at a town in East Anglia. One raider cestroyed, and destruction 
of one on night of June 10 confirmed. A few aircraft made brief land- 
falls during day mainly in south and south-east. Bombs dropped near 
south coast, but no casualties or damage. Two enemy fighters shot 
down. 

Against Germany: Successful night attacks, heaviest made so far, 
om factories, etc., in the Ruhr by a very large force. Many buildings 
destroyed and large fires started. Six aircraft missing. Brest and 
Antwerp docks and targets near Rotterdam bombed by Coastal Com- 
mand. One aircraft missing. 

German communiqué: Several airports in south England and Mid- 
lands attacked in night with good results. Two enemy aircraft shot 
down, and 2 bombers destroyed during attempted flights to Norway. 
Bombs dropped in various places in Western Germany, several civilians 
killed and injured, and several houses destroyed. Fires quickly extin- 
guished. Four raiders shot down. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 

Admiralty: An enemy pocket battleship with destroyers sighted off 
south coast of Norway during night and hit amidships by torpedo from 
a Beaufort aircraft off Egersund. Dense smoke prevented observation 
of result. Vessel seen stationary off Mandal at 10 a.m., and later whole 
force retiring southward at greatly reduced speed. An enemy seaplane 
destroyed. One aircraft missing. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
Italian communiqué: a Hurricane shot down in a violent air combat 
over Malta. A hospital seaplane, plainly marked, attacked and forced 
to land by 5 British fighters, and afterwards machine-gunned. Two 
Italian fighters missing. Rhodes bombed, and one raider shot down. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 
G.H.Q. Cairo: Further progress in all sectors by previous evening 
despite delay by resistance of Vichy troops in certain sectors. R.A.!°:: 
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fhree Junkers 88s destroyed and others damaged near the coast by the 
k.A.A.F. which also attacked 8 or 9 others bearing Italian markings 
intending to attack a naval squadron 3 miles off Sidon. Four of the 
enemy dived and dropped bombs, but the rest made off. Four shot 
down, and others seriously damaged. No Australian loss or damage. 

Beirut wireless: General Dentz’s H.Q. reported an attack on Sidon 
supported by tanks and naval gunfire, a brilliant counter-attack turned 
enemy out of positions he had succeeded in occupying in the outskirts. 
South-east of Kiswe a tank attack easily repulsed. Beirut raided several 
times in the night. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Sollum area, another German armoured car captured 
the previous day. Abyssinia, advance of Belgian contingent in Gambela 
area progressing. Patriots entered Shoa Ginira, in the Maji area, and 
operations farther south continuing successfully. Prisoners at Assab 
numbered 950. 

Italian communiqué: Repeated attacks on Tobruk by dive-bombers, 
causing fires and explosions. One aircraft missing. A few bombs 
dropped in Benghazi and surrounding localities. On June 11 an Anglo- 
Indian Naval formation shelled Assab, already evacuated, and oc- 
cupied it. Enemy attacks in Gondar area completely broken, with 
hundreds of casualties, and an attack on Debra Tabor repulsed and 
the enemy pursued. 


June 14 (Saturday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Enemy activity in night widespread over south, 
south-east, and east England, but not on heavy scale. No substantial 
damage reported and casualties not large. Seven raiders destroyed. 
Some bombs at a point in the south-west during day; a few casualties. 
An enemy fighter destroyed over the Channel. 

Against Germany: A heavy night attack on the Ruhr; extensive 
damage at Schwerte. Brest bombed by a strong force; many bombs 
seen to burst in dock area and to straddle the berths of the 3 German 
warships. Boulogne also bombed. One aircraft missing. Coastal 
Command aircraft attacked shipping in the Channel and an aerodrome 
in Brittany. Two missing. 

German communiqué: Harbour works in Thames Estuary and on 
south and south-east coasts and aerodromes on east coast bombed in 
night. Three aircraft shot down in air fights over Channel and North 
Sea. Bombs in several parts of Western Germany in night; no damage 
to military or industrial objectives, but some killed and wounded 
civilians. Two raiders shot down. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 
Admiralty: Another Bismarck supply ship sunk in the Atlantic. 
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MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

Admiralty: Submarines reported sinking of an Italian armed trawler 
and 2 schooners, a tanker of 8,000 tons, a supply ship of 1,000 tons at 
Lampedusa, an armed merchant cruiser at Benghazi, and 2 schooners 
and a large lighter at Mitylene. The Italian tanker Strombo hit and 
arrived at Istanbul badly damaged. 

R.A.F.: Calato raided on night of June 12 and fires started on 
aerodromes. 

Italian communiqué: Gibraltar bombed on night of June 12. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Following further advances the previous day Allied 
Forces substantially increased the areas of penetration. Semi-official 
report: Kiswe evacuated by Vichy forces, and Nabatieb in Allied hands. 
Haifa raided in the morning; no casualties or damage reported. 

R.A.F.: Aleppo aerodrome raided by British and Australian aircraft, 
many aircraft damaged and several fires caused. Close support also 
given to Free French; all bombs fell on selected targets. 

German communiqué: Haifa again bombed. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: A substantial penetration made on night of June 12 
into enemy salient in outer defences of Tobruk. An enemy convoy 
between there and Sollum intercepted and 12 vehicles destroyed. 
Tobruk raided by 18 aircraft, one of which shot down. No damage 
suffered: Abyssinia: Operations by Belgian force in Maji area pro- 
ceeding. , 

R.A.F.: Benghazi heavily raided on night of June 12. Direct hits 
or very near misses on 2 3,000 ton ships, and bombs seen between outer 
and central moles. Large fires started. Martuba and Gazala also 
bombed. Tripoli raided by Fleet Air Arm and fires started on quays 
and in buildings. On June 13 motor vehicles on road between Barce 
and El Gubba bombed; 10 destroyed and several put out of action. 
Two aircraft missing from all Syrian, Mediterranean, and African 
operations. 

German communiqué: Tobruk bombed and guns in the area shelled 
by German and Italian batteries. 


June 15 (Sunday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 
Air Ministry: Bombs dropped by aircraft at a few places in west o. 
England in night; damage slight and casualties small. One raide1 
destroyed. A single aircraft raided a place on East Anglia coast during 
day; some damage but no casualties. 
Against Germany: A Coastal Command aircraft hit and probably 
sank a 6,000 ton supply vessel off Dutch coast during day. Cologne 
area bombed in night and fires started. All aircraft returned. Extensive 
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sweeps made over Channel and northern France early previous day. 
(wo aerodromes at St. Omer bombed and buildings hit. Three enemy 
fighters destroyed in combat. An aerodrome near Cherbourg and a 
patrol boat in the Channel machine-gunned. One aircraft missing. 
- German communiqué: Port installations and arms works bombed on 
ith and south-east England. Enemy attempts to fly into occupied 
zone repulsed, and one bomber destroyed. Minor forces dropped bombs 
in night at some points in Western Germany; only slight damage. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
R.A.F.: Calato raided on night of June 13 and a number of aircraft 
set on fire. Cyprus raided on June 13, but only one casualty. 
German communiqué: Military installations and a factory in Cyprus 
bombed successfully the previous day. An enemy cruiser hit off 
Beirut. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Contact along the whole front with Vichy troops; 
progress the previous day slower, but additional penetration in the 
centre. Semi-official report: Sidon reached, also Jezzine, 12 miles due 
east. 

R.A.F.: Aircraft supported ground forces, and attacked German 
bombers and fighters which approached the naval forces. Several 
fighters and one bomber damaged, and other aircraft attacked and 
damaged near Rayak. Troops and transport in the Hirgille area 
bombed and an enemy vessel torpedoed by Fleet Air Arm near Beirut. 

Vichy report: Sidon occupied by the British after 24 hours’ naval 
bombardment, and evacuation of civilians from Beirut ordered. Abu 
Kamal, at intersection of Euphrates and the Iraqi frontier with Syria, 
also in British hands. The Air Forces in the Near East now reinforced 
by units sent from France. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Patriot forces completing encirclement of Gimma 
and Imperial troops advancing on it from east. R.A.F.: Heavy raids 
on Benghazi, Benina, Derna, and Gazala on night of June 13. Fighter 
patrols continuous during day, and 2 aircraft destroyed and many 
damaged in day attack on Gazala. Between there and Capuzzo 19 
enemy transport vehicles destroyed and 3 armoured fighting vehicles 
damaged. South African fighters shot down an Me. 110. Five aircraft 
inissing from 2 days’ operations in Mediterranean and Africa. 

German communiqué: Tobruk bombed effectively, several aircraft 
destroyed on the ground at a British aerodrome, and 4 shot down in 
combat or by A.A. fire. 

Italian communiqué: Alexandria naval base bombed in night. 
lobruk attacked repeatedly, causing vast fires. Two Hurricanes shot 
down. Benghazi and other localities raided. Two enemy ‘planes 
destroyed by German and one by Italian fire. 
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June 16 (Monday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Activity in night on a very small scale. Bombs at 2 
points in the south, but no damage or casualties reported. One raider 
destroyed. 

Against Germany: Search for enemy shipping continued the previous 
day; south of Borkum a vessel of 1,000 tons hit and abandoned, near 
the Hook of Holland one of 4,000 tons set on fire and escorting flak 
ships machine-gunned, off Dutch coast an E-boat hit and _ believed 
sunk, and a supply vessel of 6,000 tons hit and damaged. In the night 
targets in the Ruhr and in Cologne and Hanover areas bombed by 
strong forces, starting large fires, Dunkirk docks raided by smaller force, 
and aerodromes in oc cupied France machine-gunned. Three aircraft 
missing. During day, sweeps by fighters in strength over Channel and a 
raid on Boulogne. Seven enemy fighters shot down and 5 British 
aircraft missing, but pilot of one safe. 

Admiralty: A Catalina flying boat on previous day sighted 4 aircraft 
attempting to attack shipping off Gibraltar, and engaged and damaged 
each in turn, forcing them to make off. Only very superficial damage to 
the Catalina. (An enemy bomber crashed on Portuguese territory the 
same day.) 

Steamer S?. Patrick sunk between Fishguard and Rosslare on June 13 
by air bombing; 23 lives lost. 

German communiqué: Enemy attempts to fly over occupied territory 
during day frustrated, and 3 aircraft shot down; 3 bombers also de- 
stroyed by patrol boats and naval guns. Bombs dropped in night at 
several points in west Germany; damage insignificant, and slight 
casualties among civilians. Two raiders destroyed. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 
A Norwegian tanker shelled by a Vichy shore battery off the [les 
de Los (off French Guinea) and machine-gunned by Vichy aircraft. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Kiswe captured the previous day despite strong 
defence, and Sidon entered, where the Imperial troops were warmly 
welcomed. Though every effort made to avoid bloodshed heavy 
fighting had developed in central sector. 

R.A.F.: Aleppo aerodrome raided, fires started among aircraft, and 
fighters attempting to intercept damaged. Two Vichy fighters destroyed 
over Kiswe and others driven off, and 2 hostile bombers destroyed 
by Australian fighters. Two enemy formations intercepted off ccast 
and a number severely damaged. Six aircraft missing. 

Beirut wireless: Fighting that morning off Beirut between 2 British 
cruisers and 4 destroyers and 2 French destroyers, which suffered no 
damage. During day the forces continued their offensive attitude in the 
Kuneitra, Ezra, and Merj Ayoun regions. In Kiswe area ground 
gained by a counter-attack. The Air Force carried out many recon 
naissances, fighting, and bombing missions. 
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NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: The troops in the Western Desert took the offensive 
previous day against positions south and south-east of Sollum. 
()perations continuing. Abyssinia: General Pralormo with 2,000 
[Italians surrendered in Soddu area, being forced to capitulate, after 
taking to the hills after lakes battle, by lack of maintenance. Patriots 
vigorously engaging enemy in Gimma area, but no political or military 
.idvantage in occupying Gimma. Eritrea: Macaaca aerodrome captured 

n June 13. R.A.F.: Several combats the previous day in which British 
and South African aircraft shot down 3 German and one Italian and 
forced a formation of Ju.88s to jettison their bombs before carrying 
out attack. Enemy columns and transport machine-gunned near 
Gazala, Capuzzo, and Barce, and several vehicles disabled. Benghazi 
raided on night of June 14, causing heavy explosion followed by fire 
visible for 90 miles. A camp at Bardia and airfield at Derna also bombed. 
(onfirmed that 9 aircraft destroyed at Gazala as well as 2 reported on 
previous day, and 2 more shot down at Sofafi. Semi-official report: 
Indian troops taking part in fighting, scene of which a triangle Sollum, 
Sidi Omar, Halfaya. 

German communiqué: A strong enemy attack on Sollum the previous 
day collapsed under fire of German and Italian guns co-operating with 
aircraft; 60 British tanks destroyed. Stukas attacked columns and 
transport, and in air fights 11 enemy aircraft shot down by escorting 
German fighters. 

italian communiqué: A British attack, in preparation for some days, 
repulsed everywhere with considerable losses. Tobruk harbour works, 
fortifications, etc., repeatedly attacked and supply bases at Mersa 
Matruh bombed. 


June 17 (Tuesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
\IR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Activity in night on small scale; a few bombs, mainly 
near east coast and in west and south-west England. Damage and a few 
casualties at 2 places; elsewhere no casualties reported. Four raiders 
destroyed. During fighting over Channel the previous afternoon and 
evening 4 enemy aircraft destroyed, making 11 that day. British 
losses 6, but 2 pilots saved. 

Against Germany: Several attacks on enemy shipping off coasts of 
Holland and Germany the previous day; 2 ships seen to be hit and con- 
sidered sunk. Targets in Ruhr and Rhineland attacked in night, 
especially at Cologne, Diisseldorf, and Duisburg; also Boulogne docks. 
Seven aircraft missing. Dunkirk attacked in night by Fleet Air Arm 
and Coastal Command, without loss. Heavy attacks on French coast 
luring day by large force of bombers and fighters, especially in Calais 
ind Boulogne areas. 

German communiqué: Several enemy attempts to penetrate into 
Continental territory during day frustrated, and 20 aircraft shot down 
in air combat. One German lost. Bombs dropped in night in a few 
places in Western Germany and a number of civilians killed. Houses 
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in residential quarters destroyed or damaged, and a few industrial and 
railway installations hit. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Steady progress on the coastal sector and capture of 
more positions in the Kiswe area. Strong enemy counter-attacks on 
Merj Ayoun and Kuneitra. Allied reinforcements now approaching 
both places. Semi-official report: Merj Ayoun still in Allied hands; 
fighting going on south of Damascus, and Allied forces had reached 
hills overlooking it. Enemy detachments with tanks had got astride 
the Allied communications in the central sector, near Merj Ayoun, and 
at Kuneitra. 

R.A.F.: Support to ground forces by both British and Australian 
aircraft. Rayak bombed, buildings damaged, and a large explosion 
caused. Mechanized transport concentrations near Kuneitra machine- 
gunned. Off the coast a number of Ju.88s intercepted by fighter patrols, 
one destroyed, and a number damaged. 

Vichy report: A French destroyer lost off Sidon during the French 
attack on a British squadron the previous morning. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: An initial penetration as far as Capuzzo made by a 
surprise movement. Enemy reinforcements hurried forward from 
Tobruk area; many determined counter-attacks so far repulsed with 
heavy losses. Operations proceeding. Abyssinia: African troops cap- 
tured a position west of Lekemti, with 200 prisoners, 4 guns, and 20 
machine-guns. Enemy lost 150 killed. Assab area: 6 officers and 180 
men surrendered. 

R.A.F.: Continuous activity the previous day and numerous sorties 
by fighters, preventing enemy bombers from attacking the ground 
forces. One enemy fighter destroyed in air combat, several severely 
damaged, and one bomber destroyed on the ground. Benghazi, Bardia, 
Derna, Martuba, and Gazala raided by Imperial aircraft and Fleet Air 
Arm and many fires started; motor vehicles destroyed and military 
targets hit at Bardia, and aircraft destroyed at Derna, etc. Nine air- 
craft missing from Syrian and African operations. 

German communiqué: In heavy fighting between strong forces on 
Sollum front dive-bombers dispersed enemy columns and destroyer 
‘planes fought a tank unit ready for action. Enemy losses in tanks 
increased considerably. 

Italian communiqué: Violent fighting all previous day, and German 
and Italian counter-attacks inflicted considerable losses. Over 60) 
British tanks destroyed the first day, and air formations destroyed 
many mechanized vehicles. Eleven British ’planes shot down. Some 
localities in Benghazi area raided. 


June 18 (Wednesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 
Air Ministry: Activity in night on very small scale, mainly over east 
coast. Some damage and a few casualties at one place. One raider 











ITARY OPERATIONS, JUNE 18 


iestroyed. No reports of any bombs in eos) but a few anced over 
outh-west coastal areas. 

Against Germany: Heavy raids on industrial areas in the night, 

hiefly at Cologne and Diisseldorf, where many large fires started, and 
: ibsidiary attacks on docks at Rotterdam, Ostend, Boulogne, and Cher- 
uurg; also on shipping by Coastal Command and Fleet Air Arm. One 
bomber missing. During previous day attacks by large forces on ship- 
ping, and on targets in Northern France, particularly an industrial plant 
ar Bethune, which was hit and left burning. All bombers returned. 
Durie many air combats 13 enemy fighters destroyed. Later reports 
confirmed the number as 16. In operations during day shipping was 
attacked and many bombs dropped on Boulogne and Calais. A supply 
vessel of 1,500 tons hit amidships and probably sunk off Brest. Nine 
enemy aircraft destroyed. Four fighters missing. 

German communique: A decisive victory the previous day in battles 
over Channel Coast. During an enemy attempt to approach occupied 
territory 21 fighters shot down. German aircraft bombed aerodromes, 
\.A. batteries, and harbour works in east and south-east England. 
\Veak forces dropped bombs over Western Germany in night, killing and 
injuring several civilians. Material damage in residential quarters only. 
[wo raiders shot down. Enemy losses in night and previous day 37 
aircraft; German losses, 3. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
\dmiralty: Italian tanker Giusseppina Gharardi of 3,319 tons sunk 
by a submarine in the Aegean: also 3 caiques and a schooner on their 
way to German-occupied islands with munitions, stores, troops, and oil. 
\ supply ship of 4,000 tons southbound in Central Mediterranean, one 
of 2,500 tons, and an auxiliary sailing vessel of 500 tons also sunk. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Further progress along the coast; patrols within 20 
miles of Beirut. South of Damascus further headway in face of strong 
opposition. Central sector: heavy counter-attacks in progress against 
Vichy elements temporarily lodged in Merj Ayoun and Kuneitra. A 
determined enemy counter-attack repulsed at Jezzine, with capture of 
inany infantry and several armoured cars. 

Semi-official report: Kuneitra recaptured the previous evening, after 
being entered by the enemy only 2} hours before. Allied forces approach- 
ing Mezze airport, just west of Damascus. Heavy fighting throughout 
previous day round Jezzine. Mechanized patrols from Sidon reached 
M — 4 miles of Damour, on the coast at the mouth of the river. The 

Vichy counter offensive resulted in capture of Ezra (in Jebel Druze), 
Kuneitra, and Merj Ayoun. Ezra had now been recaptured, with 150 
prisoners, and Kuneitra. 

Vichy report: The Palestine frontier reached by a counter-offensive, 
and big battle taking place at Kiswe. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 
G.H.Q. Cairo: After repulse of several of his attacks the previous day 
enemy brought up fresh forces and attempted encircling movement. 


Cc 
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As pre of eens him to disclose strength and inflicting heavy casual- 
ties accomplished British withdrew slowly to the forward positions, 
bringing back several hundred German prisoners and having destroyed 
large numbers of tanks and guns. Abyssinia: In Wolchefit sector the 
garrison of fort surprised and over 100 casualties inflicted. The fort 
burnt out and then abandoned, as occupation of no value. 

R.A.F.: Support to ground forces the previous day by British and 
South African aircraft. Aircraft attempting to attack the troops re- 
peatedly engaged, and 20 shot down. Motor transport in Gazala- 
Capuzzo area machine-gunned and armoured cars, etc., bombed, causing 
much damage. In Sidi Omar area over 20 vehicles wrecked or disabled, 
and armoured cars, light tanks, and troops shot up. On night of June 
16 Benhgazi, Derna, Gazala, Bardia, etc., bombed, with hits on military 
targets and vehicles set on fire. Six aircraft missing. 

Alexandria raided during morning; few bombs, and only 1 fatal 
casualty. 

German communiqué: The enemy’s attempt to break through on the 
Egyptian border failed with extremely heavy losses, particularly of 
armoured cars. Axis counter-attack ended in complete victory. On 
previous day 14 enemy aircraft shot down and the enemy forced to 
yield at several points by successive attacks by bombers and dive- 
bombers. 

Italian communiqué: Sollum battle, after 3 days, concluded with 
complete success; heavy casualties inflicted by Axis counter moves, 
menacing enemy’s flanks and rear. All aircraft returned safely. 


June 19 (Thursday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Very few aircraft crossed the coast during night; some 
bombs at points in East Anglia, and at one in East Midlands. Damage 
slight; no casualties reported. Nine enemy aircraft destroyed in air 
fighting the previous day during offensive operations over French 
coast, and 4 British. Heavy attacks in night on ports and docks in 
Germany and occupied territory. Bremen naval base bombed for 
several hours with heaviest bombs and huge fires started, and Brest 
attacked by large forces, bombs falling in vicinity of the berths of the 
3 warships. Four aircraft missing. 

German communiqué: Harbour works at Yarmouth and aerodromes 
in south-east England bombed. Mining of British harbours continuing 
on increasing scale, causing heavy losses. Four British fighters shot 
down while attempting to fly into occupied territory. A few bombs 
dropped in night in western German coastal regions; some killed and 
injured among civilians, and some buildings damaged and destroyed 
in residential quarters of Hamburg and Bremen, among other places. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
R.A.F.: Aircraft approached Malta twice the previous day, but 
interception prevented raids. One Italian fighter shot down and others 
badly damaged, 
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SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q., Cairo: Progress in coastal sector and important positions 

.ptured just south of Damascus. In the centre Kuneitra reoccupied, 
ind Merj Ayoun surrounded. R.A.F.: Positions near Damascus 
attacked by British and Australian aircraft. Beirut harbour bombed, 
with a very near miss on a destroyer. Two Vichy aircraft shot down at 
Sueida. 

Palestine communiqué: General Wilson sent a radio message to 
General Dentz on evening of June 18 giving him till 5.30 a.m. next 
morning to withdraw from Damascus, as he did not wish to cause any 
damage in the city. Australian cavalry reached Wadi Zeni, 16 miles 
from Beirut. Number of Vichy prisoners in British hands now 1,200. 
German wireless report: Dentz rejected General Wilson’s demand. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q., Cairo: Abyssinia. Patriots steadily increasing pressure in 
Gondar district, and British advance on Debra Tabor continuing. 
k.A.F.: Normal patrols in Libya the previous day, and Derna and 
Gazala raided. Four aircraft missing from Syrian and African opera- 
tions. 

German communiqué: More enemy armoured cars destroyed in 
concluding fights south of Sollum, and 6 aircraft brought down. 
Military targets at Alexandria bombed the previous morning. 

Italian communiqué: Retreating British hammered by Axis aircraft, 
and mopping up operations going on. About 200 British tanks put 
out of action, and 6 more aircraft shot down. Tobruk and Mersa 
Matruh bombed; Benghazi again raided. 


June 20 (Friday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Very little night activity; bombs at a few widely 
separated points, with some damage and a few casualties. One raider 
destroyed. 

Against Germany: Industrial targets at Cologne and Diisseldorf 
attacked for 9th successive night. Two aircraft missing. During 
previous day Northern France, especially Havre, raided by bombers 
with strong fighter escort. Few enemy fighters met; one destroyed. 
\ supply ship hit near French coast. All aircraft returned. During 
lay some enemy bombers escorted by fighters intercepted over Channel; 
2 fighters shot down, whereupon remaining aircraft made off. 

Admiralty: Trawler Capstone shot down a bomber into the sea; 
undamaged herself. 

German communiqué: Successes in bomber operations against shipping 
round Britain. Night attacks on Yarmouth harbour and an aerodrome 
in south England. A few bombs dropped in Western Germany during 
Pe Damage only to some residential buildings. Three raiders 
destroyed. 
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SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Fighting on all fronts. Australians advancing slowly 
on coastal sector in face of stiff resistance. Free French forces, counter- 
attacked by stronger force south of Damascus, held their ground, and 
Imperial troops made local advances in same area. Heavy fighting 
at Merj Ayoun, part of which in Australian hands. Semi-official 
report: attack on Damascus began at dawn previous day, Free French 
along road from south, and Indian troops along road from Kuneitra 
to Mezze which they nearly reached during day. Vichy forces reported 
to be concentrating on hills north of Jezzine. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

R.A.F.: A number of enemy vehicles destroyed the previous day 
by offensive patrols and Benghazi raided on night of June 18. Harbour 
buildings wrecked and fires started. All aircraft returned safely. 
Two S.A. pilots reported missing on June 16 returned and reported 
the destruction that day of 4 Axis aircraft. 

Italian communiqué: Mopping up at Sollum continuing and enemy 
units dispersed at Tobruk by shell fire, and positions bombed there 
and south and east of Sollum. Three enemy fighters brought down. 
Repulse, with 400 casualties, of enemy attack in Wolchefit area pre- 
vious day, and dispersal of attempted attack on Debra Tabor. 


June 21 (Saturday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Against Germany: Heavy night attacks, in which Kiel 
chief target; also Dunkirk and Boulogne docks. One aircraft missing. 
Offensive operations carried out three times during day over northern 
France, including heavy raids on aerodromes at St. Omer and near 
Boulogne. Many air combats; 25 aircraft destroyed and 4 British lost; 
one pilot safe. Two enemy fighters also shot down and another damaged 
off east coast; one British fighter lost, but pilot safe. An enemy 
patrol vessel sunk off Den Helder the previous day. 

German communiqué: Shipping in Humber bombed during night and 
previous day and one vessel sunk. Shipping attacked near Grimsby 
and off Yarmouth, and, in night, aerodromes in Midlands and east 
England. Workshops at Fort William destroyed by bombs. Bombs 
dropped on German coastal areas in night, injuring several civilians. 
Insignificant damage to buildings in residential areas. One raider 
destroyed. During afternoon 26 British aircraft shot down over 
Channel coast. Five German missing. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 
G.H.Q. Cairo: Further progress on coastal sector, and south of 
Damascus repulse of Vichy counter-attacks. 
R.A.F.: British and Australian aircraft destroyed a considerable 
number of fighters and transport vehicles on Beirut-Damascus road 
and attacked transport concentrations in Damascus area. Beirut 
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harbour bombed by Fleet Air Arm, hitting a ship believed to be a 
submarine. 

Cairo official report: Damascus occupied. 

Beirut radio: Damascus evacuated, to avoid fighting in suburbs 
and streets. New positions taken up outside. Strong British motorized 
units from Iraq advancing towards Palmyra bombed by air force. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Abyssinia: An Italian force covering Dadessa River 
driven across the river to west bank, suffering heavy losses. R.A.F.: 
Benghazi again bombed on night of June 19, and aircraft on ground 
near Misurata attacked, 3 set on fire and others damaged, and fires 
started in buildings. Support given to troops in Abyssinia by R.A.F. 
ind §.A.A.F. All aircraft returned safely. 

Announced that General Wavell had informed the Governor of 
Jibuti that he must decide either to join Free French Forces or openly 
dissociate himself from pro-Axis policy evident in Syria. In event of 
refusal the British forces were willing to evacuate women and children 
from Jibuti, and supply them with milk and food until this completed. 

German communiqué: Alexandria raided in night by strong forma- 
tions; at Buqbuq troop concentrations and columns attacked, and at 
lobruk barracks and petrol stores set on fire. 

Italian communiqué: Benghazi raided and an air base attacked. 
lenacious resistance of forces in East Africa. 


June 22 (Sunday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
\IR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: More activity in night over south and south-east 
coasts, and damage and casualties, mainly during sharp attack on a 
south-coast town. Four raiders destroyed. Leaflets dropped over 
south and south-east coast claiming that Britain losing the Battle of 
the Atlantic. 

Against Germany: Cologne and Diisseldorf attacked in night by 
strong forces, and Dunkirk and Boulogne by lighter forces. One air- 
craft missing. Enemy aerodromes in northern France heavily attacked 
early that morning. During day, targets in Northern France and Low 
Countries bombed, including marshalling yard at Hazebrouck. Many 
combats with enemy fighters, in which 30 destroyed, with only 2 
british lost, and one pilot safe. 

German communiqué: Southampton port installations bombed 
luring night, causing fires in factories, etc. Aerodromes in North 
Scotland and Midlands also attacked. On previous afternoon British 
bombers, with many fighters, made a sweep over French coast; 26 shot 
lown in air combats, and 2 by gun fire. Weak forces dropped bombs in 
night at several points in West Germany; no damage worth mentioning. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 
German High Command: “Fighting broke out on Soviet border 
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early to-day.”’ Attempt by Russians to fly over East Prussia repulsed 
with heavy losses. Many Red bombers shot down by fighters. 

News Agency: Air attacks on aerodromes, A.A. positions, and troops 
throughout day, with destruction of many aircraft both on ground and 
in air fighting. Aerodromes in Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia attacked 
and destroyed. A Russian vessel of 4,000 tons sunk in Russian waters 
by m.t.bs. 

Berlin wireless: River Bug in Poland crossed and a bridgehead 
established, enabling penetration deep into Russian territory. In raids 
on aerodromes about 30 ’planes were found on the ground at Windau, 
Latvia, and all wrecked. No ground defence and no sign of life. 

Finnish wireless: Soviet aircraft flew over Finnish territory, raiding 
ships off coast and several points inland. Alskar, in Aaland Islands, 
also raided. Helsinki report: German and Finnish troops penetrating 
Karelian peninsula. 

Turkish report: Rumanian troops occupied Bolgrad, Bessarabia. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 
G.H.Q. Cairo: Damascus evacuated the previous day, and occupied 
by Free French. Local gains everywhere in other areas. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 
G.H.Q. Cairo: Patriot forces captured Gimma the previous day. 
Operations on all fronts in southern area proceeding satisfactorily, 
and patriots closing in on Italians from all sides. Further Italian sur- 
renders at Soddu, and west of Lekemti a position captured, with 160 
prisoners, 4 guns, etc. Indian troops closing in on Debra Tabor. 
Alexandria harbour bombed the previous morning; damage slight. 
Italian communiqué: Depots, forts, etc., at Tobruk bombed and 
troops and mechanized units at Buqbuq. Gimma evacuated, having 
been declared open, to save population. The small garrison handed 
over the town and was granted full military honours. 


June 23 (Monday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Two sweeps over Northern France during the day, and 
an industrial plant near Bethune and targets near Calais bombed and hit. 
Many combats, in which 18 enemy aircraft destroyed; 2 British bombers 
and 2 fighters missing. During previous night Bremen and Wilhelms- 
haven heavily attacked, starting large fires; also Emden, Bremerhaven, 
and Diisseldorf. One enemy fighter destroyed. Three aircraft missing. 
An enemy supply ship off French west coast damaged by Coastal Com- 
mand aircraft previous evening. One aircraft missing. 

German communiqué: Works in the Thames Estuary, aerodromes in 
North Scotland, and military targets on south-east coast attacked in 
night successfully. Single enemy bombers, with fighter escorts, tried to 
penetrate occupied Channel coast during day. Thirteen shot down. A 
few bombs dropped over areas in West Germany, damage at Bremen 
and other areas in residential quarters. Three raiders destroyed. 
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‘AVAL OPERATIONS 

Admiralty: German supply ship Babitonga, disguised as Dutch mer- 
hantman, intercepted on way to Brest, after leaving Santos, Brazil, 
on April 24, ostensibly for Vladivostok. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: At dawn, June 22, enemy troops attacked fron- 
tier from Baltic to Black Sea; onslaught held by frontier troops for first 
half of day; in second half the enemy met first units of Red Army and 
were repulsed with heavy losses. In Grodno and Kristinopol counties, 
however, small towns of Kalveria, Stoyanov, and Tschechanovez were 

cupied. Several air attacks on aerodromes, etc., met by decisive 
action by guns and fighters, and 65 enemy aircraft shot down. 

German communiqué: Operations of Army and Air Force going on 
successfully according to plan. In Eastern Baltic E-boats sank an 
enemy patrol boat and 4 cargo-ships in Russian waters. Weak Russian 
air forces flew into East Prussia in night and dropped bombs; no great 
damage. Berlin wireless: large forces of tanks crossed the River Bug, 
the Russians not having had time to destroy the most important bridge. 
tussians evacuated a zone 62 miles deep along frontier. Swedish reports 
quoted to effect that all towns in west filled with refugees, and forcible 
evacuation had been going on for 3 weeks. Semi-offiical report: First 
tactical advantage gained by surprise attack on “‘enemy forces which 
were marching to the frontier’. Territory already won at several 
points. News Agency: Naval ports in Black Sea bombed, and a sub- 
marine base very heavily attacked. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
k.A.F.: An Italian aircraft destroyed over Malta the previous day, 
and another German destroyed on June 17 in addition to 6 already 
claimed. 
Italian communiqué: A Hurricane brought down in air fights over 
Malta, and 3 Blenheims shot down by destroyers and fighter aircraft 
in Central Mediterranean. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Contact made with Vichy forces west of Damascus. 
lritish troops reached Palymra, where resistance met. 

k.A.F.: Beirut raided the previous day, a destroyer hit and believed 
sunk, and a cargo ship set on fire. The harbour also bombed the night 
before by the Fleet Air Arm. Vichy transport vehicles destroyed on 
Beirut-Damascus road by R.A.A.F. 

Semi-official reports: Damascus quiet. Vichy forces concentrating 
to north-west to defend a large square of territory covering Beirut, 
based on the Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon ranges. Half the Vichy General 
Staff who left Damascus were captured on June 21 by Australians. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 
G.H.Q. Cairo: Prisoners taken at Gimma now 8,000, with a Corps 
commander, 2 divisional Generals, and 8 brigadiers. R.A.F.: a convoy 


| attacked previous morning off Libyan coast, one ship of 6,000 tons badly 


‘amaged, and others probably damaged. 
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Egyptian communiqué: Alexandria raided early that morning, about 
20 killed and 60 injured, and some damage to buildings. 

German communiqué: Positions and depots at Tobruk bombed the 
previous day. Established that 237 British tanks destroyed in Sollum 
fighting on June 15 to 17. Twelve found in a usable condition, and 10 
guns and 74 lorries, etc., captured, with several hundred troops. 
Alexandria naval base bombed in night and widespread destruction 
caused. 

Italian communiqué: Benghazi raided again. Tobruk bombed by 
Axis aircraft. Wolchefit garrison put to flight strong enemy units. 
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CHRONOLOGY 


(RGENTINA 
June 20.—The Chamber approved, by 95 votes to 1, the appoint- 
ment of a Government Commission with full powers to report on Nazi 
tivities. The Minister of the Interior stated before the vote that Nazi 
infiltration had become a serious problem. (There were 236,000 Germans 
in the country.) 


AUSTRALIA 

June 12.—The War Cabinet received from the U.K. Government 
an assurance that the troops in the Middle East would in future receive 
the strongest possible air support. The Air Minister announced 
that the A.I.F. had been heavily reinforced by protective squadrons 
of fighters and army co-operation aircraft flown by Australians, in 
addition to which further squadrons were being formed of trainees 
under the Empire Air Scheme. 

Mr. Menzies, speaking in Melbourne, said Australia would have to 
call more and more, as the war continued, on the precious elements of 
unity which were the secret of the Empire’s strength. In the United 
Kingdom it had ceased to be a slogan and had become an instinct. 

June 17.—Mr. Menzies, broadcasting to Australia and overseas, 
innounced a comprehensive series of new measures for extending the 
war effort. They included: the appointment of a Minister of Supply, 
a Minister to co-ordinate civil defence, and an assistant Minister of 
\ircraft Production; the appointment of a Director-General of Supply 
and of a Director of Tank and Armoured Vehicle Production; a further 
rationing of petrol; the assumption of control over coastal shipping; 
the setting up of authorities to control railways and roads and the 
coal industry; the prohibition of strikes and lock-outs—to operate 
from the next day; the enlistment of women for war industries, with, 
where possible, the release of fit men for service oversea; the transfer 
of more men and plant from civil industry to war work; the prohibition 
of the building of luxury dwellings and other buildings; and a drastic 
overhaul of consumption, to curtail non-essential spending by the 
prohibition or rationing of imports. 

It was pointed out in Canberra that the Government already pos- 
sessed most of the powers they proposed to exercise, under the National 
Security Act passed in September, 1939. It was estimated that 100,000 
fit men of the fighting age could be released from occupations not 
essential to the war effort but so far reserved, and the lowering to 
19 of the enlistment age for the A.I.F. was stated to have provided 
65,000 more potential recruits. 

June 19.—The Army Minister announced that of 17,236 men of the 
A.I.F. who embarked for Greece and Crete 5,951 did not return to 
‘gypt or Palestine. Of these, 2,275 were lost in Greece and 3,676 in 
Crete. 


BRAZIL 
June 16.—It was announced that negotiations were in progress in 
Rio for the construction of air bases on the coast for which credits 
845 
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would be advanced by the United States. The bases would be available 
for the use of that country. 


BULGARIA 


June 20.—German crews were reported to be practising day and 
night in small submarines assembled in naval bases, and all fishing 
was stated often to be suspended for the period of special exercises, 

Two papers were suspended for publishing news of food shortages 
as a result of commandeering by the German Army. 


CANADA 


June 11.—Mr. Thorson was appointed Minister of National War 
Services, a new Department. 

June 18.—It was stated in Ottawa that over 2,400 Canadians were 
studying radio mechanics in preparation for service as radiolocation 
operators in Britain. 

June 21.—The lists for the Victory Loan were closed, the total 

-having reached $810 million. 

June 22.—The Prime Minister issued a statement saying that the 
attack on Russia constituted a fresh call to arms throughout the 
Commonwealth because it removed the last shadow of doubt, if any 
remained, about the purpose of Hitler to dominate the world. 


CHINA 

June 11.—Eleven public bodies, including the Sino-American and 
Sino-British Cultural Associations, telegraphed to President Roosevelt 
asking him to stop the sending of United States oil to Japan. 

June 14.—The Currency Stabilization Committee, formed to 
administer funds from Britain and America in China, held its first 
meeting in Shanghai. 

June 16.—Wang Ching-wei left for Tokyo to reciprocate (according 
to Japanese reports) the goodwill shown by Japan to Nanking. 

June 18.—Notes were exchanged in Chungking with the British 
Government on the delimitation of the frontier with Burma. One 
defined the line between there and Yunnan, and the other defined an 
area on the Burmese side in which the Government of Burma agreed to 
permit Chinese participation in any mining enterprise undertaken by 
British concerns. 





SINO-JAPANESE WAR 


SHANGHAI AND THE YANGTZE VALLEY 

June 11.—The outskirts of Chungking were raided. 

June 15.—Over 100 Japanese warships were reported in Chungking 
to be concentrated off the coast of Chekiang. Chungking was again 
bombed by 27 aircraft and fires started along the river front. Bombs 
fell 75 yards from the U.S. gunboat Tutuila and wrecked the office o! 
the U.S. Military Attaché and other American property. 

June 20.—Places in Western Szechwan and Western Hupeh were 
raided. 


SOUTH CHINA 
June 16.—Chinese press reports stated that the Japanese had 







t 
‘ 
' 


A he SR ea 























: (a = ee 








HRONOLOGY, JUNE 10-23 847 









0-23 
ea started a small offensive in the Chungshan district, but admitted that 
they had withdrawn from Waichow to the coastal area. 

The Chinese claimed to be near Foochow, having penetrated the 
suter defences. 


able 
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hing ff June 16.—The evacuation of civilians was completed and it was 
ses. F) estimated that 1,000 women, children, and old people of British 
ages nationality had left for the mainland. Among others who had left were 


500 Polish refugees, intelligentsia from Government circles in Warsaw 
> who had been in the island for nearly a year as guests of the British 
Government, and a number of Jews, some of them refugees from 


War Germany and Rumania. 
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Non [, CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 
June 10.—It was learnt that 8 new strategic roads had lately been 
completed across the country by the Germans and over 12 aerodromes 


otal : 
developed. 


ve DP ecypr 
any June 10.—The Prime Minister announced that about 400 people 
were killed in the raid on Alexandria on the night of June 7. 
june 11.—The Prime Minister announced that the British 
' Government had presented the country with {1 million for A.R.P. 
and services. The Government protested to the German Government, 
velt through the Legation in Washington, against the bombing of 
Alexandria. 
June 19.—Mr. Harriman, President Roosevelt’s envoy, arrived in 
Cairo to arrange for the receipt of tanks, aircraft, and guns coming from 
the U.S.A. for General Wavell’s Army. 
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June 10.—The Information Bureau announced that a German 
aircraft crashed in Co. Wexford that morning, all 5 occupants being 
killed. A British aircraft made a forced landing in Co. Waterford, 
ind the pilot, the only occupant, was interned. 

June 19.—The Information Bureau announced the receipt of a Note 
from the German Government expressing sincere regret at the dropping 
of bombs on Dublin on May 31. The thorough investigations made had 
not established the responsibility of German aircraft, but it had been 
ascertained that a German ’plane flew over the east Irish coast early that 
morning. It changed its course as soon as it recognized that it was over 
ing Irish territory, and in any case it did not drop any bombs. Since, how- 
ain ever, the Irish Government had stated that the bombs dropped were of 
ibs German origin, and as the very strong wind prevailing at high altitudes 
of >) that night might have driven German aircraft over the Irish coast 
without the knowledge of the pilot the possibility of such aeroplane 
ere | having dropped the bombs could not be excluded. 

The German Government were prepared to give compensation for 
the loss of life and damage, and had issued orders to prevent the possi- 
bility of a recurrence. 
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FINLAND 

June 16.—Swedish reports stated that military preparations were 
being much increased, and that a partial evacuation from Helsinki was 
going on. The latter was described officially as being only for practice 
purposes. 

It was also stated that the Government had introduced visas for 
Swedes wishing to come to Finland. (Since 1928 no visas had been re- 
quired and a month’s notice should, by statute, have been given of the 
change.) 

June 18.—All reserves were called up. Inclusion of Finland in the 
blockade. (See Great Britain.) 

June 19.—All men born in 1897 or later who had done military 
service were called up. The press published reports that an intensified 
call up was going on in Russia, and that the railway between Moscow 
and Leningrad was blocked by military transports. (This was the first 
mention of the possibility of a German-Russian conflict.) 

The President was reported, by a German news agency, to have 
imposed a censorship of news. 

June 20.—The German forces in the country were reported to 
number at least 4 divisions. 

June 23.—The Government protested to the Soviet Government 
against the bombing of places in Finnish territory. A Government 
spokesman stated that they would remain “‘neutral for as long as 
possible’. An official proclamation stated that: ‘“‘We have entered the 
immediate danger zone. To increase our safety reservists had already 
been called up earlier. We ought now to be more on the alert than 
ever. ... 


FRANCE 

June 10.—Darlan’s Secretary of State declared, according to 
Swiss reports, that “France will never take the initiative in widening 
the area of hostilities’’. 

Darlan broadcast a statement in which he emphasized that France 
must adhere loyally to the armistice terms and thereby give the victor 
no reason to denounce them, which would be suicide for her and her 
Empire. The Armistice was an act signed by Germany and by them, 
and “if we wish to modify it we must negotiate with Germany. The 
Marshal has entrusted me with these negotiations’. 

Germany consented to negotiate because, with her plan to reconstruct 
Europe, she knew her attempts would be of no avail unless the various 
European countries called on to take part in it did so of their own 
accord. “In this way she rises superior to her victory in order that we 
may rise superior to our defeat.’’ Did the French people believe, he 
asked, that the army of occupation would accept such readjustment 
and alleviation if it experienced a persistent hostility on their side? 
or that their prisoners would be returned to them if the Germans 
thought that by such an action they would swell the number of their 
enemies? or that their farmers would be able to return to their land 
if Germany considered that France was an enemy to fear? 

The second task of the Government was the preparation of peace. 
One of the Powers with whom they must negotiate was at war with 
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nother Power, who was conducting operations on a part of French soil. 
But without waiting the end of hostilities the duty of the Government 
; to act in such a way as to create a favourable atmosphere for the 
-stablishment of an honourable peace, and ‘‘this atmosphere can only 
reated if we rise superior to our defeat. This means that we must 
lirect our conduct by common sense. That is why I ask you to face 
realities and not be carried away by sentimental views which would 
result only in widening... the gulf that has been created between 
two neighbour nations, and which we must bridge for the sake of the 
peace of Europe’. 

The third task was to prepare the future of France in the new Europe. 
if they did not obtain an honourable peace, if France with many 
Departments and oversea territories amputated entered into the new 
i:urope she would not rise again. The new Europe would not live unless 
France was given the rank that her past, her civilisation, and her 
culture gave her the right to occupy in the European hierarchy. 

June 11.—It was understood that a second note on the aggression 
in Syria had been presented to Britain through the Madrid Embassy. 
fhe Swiss and Spanish frontiers and southern ports, including 
Marseilles, were closed to goods traffic. 

June 12.—Marshal Pétain received the U.S. Ambassador and told 
him that there had been no Germans in Syria. He sent a message to 
General Dentz’s forces saying he was following with emotion the hard 
fighting they were conducting to defend the territory France had 
entrusted to them. France was proud of her children who were 
fulfilling in a distant land all their duties as soldiers, and they were 
not fighting in vain. 

It was learnt that the Consul-General in Smyrna had resigned to 
join the Free French movement. 

Naval units from Toulon were reported, from American sources, to 
be on their way to the Eastern Mediterranean. 

June 13.—It was stated that the Government “rejected with 
indignation” the suggestion in the British Note that the forces in 
Syria should not resist the Allies. 

Publication of Notes regarding British action in Syria. (See Great 
Britain.) 

June 14.—Figures available of the financial situation (weekly 
statements of the Bank of France were no longer issued) showed that the 
eold reserves had declined by 11 milliard francs in the past 6 months, 
and the note circulation had risen to 218 milliards, as against 150 
iilliards just before the war. Advances to the State by the Bank of 
l'rance, at 64 milliards, had doubled. 

It was estimated, by the German press, that at the end of 1941 the 
National Debt would be over 900 milliards, or nearly 6 times the 
national income. 

June 15.—Reports from the frontier indicated that a deadlock had 
been reached in the efforts at collaboration with Germany owing to the 
character of the conditions imposed by Berlin. Two of these, accepted 
by Darlan, but not disclosed on his return to Vichy, were: the erasure 
of the demarcation line and re-establishment of the freedom of French 
internal trade, provided Germany had complete control of all foreign 
irade (as a result of which the southern frontiers were closed on 
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June 11) and the payment of the army sniiatinn costs—reduced from 
400 to 300 million a day—in gold or foreign currencies. As neither were 
obtainable in France Darlan agreed to obtain the necessary sums by 
the liquidation of all foreign assets, consisting of shares, loans, credit 
balances, partnerships, buildings, and land. When the Minister of 
Finance heard of this stipulation he rejected it flatly. 

Vichy accordingly refused to endorse Darlan’s commitment, where- 
upon the Germans said that since French-German collaboration covered 
the whole of France and affected over 10,000 factories Germany would 
be forced to finance them with the unspent accumulations of the occu- 
pation charges, and could not reduce the rate of the charge. (By the 
end of February the unspent accumulations in the Bank of France 
totalled 63 milliard francs, and had increased since then.) 

A decree signed by Marshal Pétain and applying to the whole country 
debarred from office in civil and municipal service, from the Fighting 
Services, and from the liberal professions, except within limits, all Jews 
or descendants of at least 3 Jewish grandparents who had been profess- 
ing the Jewish faith before June 25, 1940. 

It was learnt that Darlan had reorganized the Paris police on Nazi 
lines and that a Storm Trooper organization had been created in Paris 
by Laval’s “‘National Popular Assembly’’, with the title of National 
Popular Legion, for the defence of the party. They wore blue uniforms 





request for an armistice and of his assumption of power, made his 
listeners hear a recording of his speech of June 17, 1940, and then said 
“To-day my voice is stronger, for France is rising again. But a good 
many Frenchmen refuse to believe this. Do they really believe their 
fate to be more tragic than it was a year ago? ... Remember those 
columns of refugees . . . filled with fear and the determination to escape 
from the enemy ... tired out ... but obliged to go on ... and what 
agony when machine-gunning ‘planes flew over the columns! To-day 
most of you are back in your homes. True, the prisoners have not 
returned. The women struggle and suffer. Provisioning is bad. Taxa- 
tion exasperates you. Your children do not always eat their fill. But 
France lives. Houses, bridges, factories are being rebuilt.”’ 

In spite of the absence of a million farm workers a million more 
hectares had been cultivated. This was not the time to take refuge in 
bitterness or despair, and he concluded: “You have been neither 
bartered away, nor betrayed, nor abandoned. Those who tell you so 
lie. They are throwing you into the arms of Communism. You are 
suffering, and will suffer for a long time, for we have not finished paying 
for all our faults.” 

June 18.—Darlan broadcast a message offering the Free French troops 
fighting in Syria an amnesty if they deserted and joined Dentz. No 
amnesty would be granted to officers, and they would be punished if 
caught. 

Darlan was understood to have opened further conversations with 
the Germans with the idea that the two countries should take joint 
measures to prevent American intervention in the French African 
possessions, and especially at Dakar, on lines similar to the British ac- 
tion in Syria. He was believed to have been reproached by the Germans 
with lack of vigilance in allowing the invasion of Syria to take place. 
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keports were current that substantial quantities of aircraft and 

terial for the Navy were going to Syria, also that most of the Ger- 
man air units moved from Sicily were now in Tripolitania, along the 
frontier of Tunisia. 

\ gathering of Free Frenchmen celebrated, in London, the anniver- 
sary of the foundation of the Free French Forces. A message from 
General de Gaulle stated that to prevent the recovery of France the 
enemy had recourse to those same Governments whose dishonour had 
placed them at his discretion. These people not only made use of the 
abominable machinery of terror and lies, but even took advantage of 
military servitude, and “‘actually set up against us the living barrier of 
some professional troops’’. They were making the Empire soldiers fight 
against them and their British Allies in conjunction with German 
squadrons for the purpose of maintaining a bridgehead in the Levant for 
the Fiihrer’s forces. Such a treacherous scheme bore Hitler’s own hall- 
mark. 


GERMANY 

June 10.—Spokesmen in Berlin told the press that: ““No German 
soldiers will be sacrificed in Syria. It is entirely up to the French to 
make a defence. The British invading force is weak by German stand- 
ards, but obviously it is stronger than the French force there... . The 
capture of Syria by the British would not injure German military 
prestige, which is not at stake.”’ 

June 11.—Protest by Egypt against bombing of Alexandria. (See 
Evypt.) A Foreign Office spokesman stated that Mussolini’s speech was 
directed against Roosevelt in order to make it clear that, no matter 
what America did, the new European order would be established, 
because Europe’s natural requirements made a new order indispensable, 
as nature was always stronger than man. 

The Bérsen Zeitung said Mussolini spoke with the openness of the 
strong, and thereby completely invalidated the British Prime Minister’s 
assertion that the leaders of the Axis Powers never dare to confess 
lack of success. 

Mr. Churchill’s speech stamped him as a teller of falsehoods. The 
press did not mention Darlan’s speech of the previous day. 

June 12.—The High Command announced that the casualties in the 
Balkans and Crete totalled 16,309. The killed numbered 2,559, wounded 
5,820, and missing 3,169. Air Force casualties in Crete, including para- 
chutists, were 1,032 killed, 2,097 missing, and 1,632 wounded. 

Officials in Berlin stated that if a German warship were involved in 
the sinking of the Robin Moor it was certain that the commander acted 
in accordance with international law. 

June 13.—A Foreign Office spokesman, referring to the Robin Moor, 
said: “One thing is certain. Germany will continue to sink every ship 
with contraband for England, whatever its name, Robin Moore, Ex- 
moor, or what you like.’’ The question was exclusively a military one, 
but certain American quarters were seeking to give it a political angle 
to further the war psychosis’. 

June 15.—Reports of the secret conditions put before Darlan in the 
negotiations ve collaboration. (See France.) 

June 17.—The Government lodged a strong protest with the United 
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States against ¢ the dite of the Consulates, and the News Agency 
stated that Germany rejected the allegations in the U.S. Note as un- 
justified and arbitrary, and considered the action as a breach of treaty, 
Necessary measures, effective immediately, would be taken regarding 
the assets of U.S..citizens in the Reich. 

June 18.—Signature of Treaty with Turkey and issue of joint 
declaration. (See Turkey.) 

The wireless bulletins announced that Turkey had signed a Treaty 
of Friendship “‘within the limits of the present commitments of both 
countries’. 

June 19.—Note of apology to Eire for dropping of bombs on Dublin 
on May 31. (See Evre.) 

The Government transmitted a Note to the U.S. Government 
drawing attention to the fact that the behaviour of American Consular 
officials and of the American Express Co. had for some time given cause 
for grave complaints, and stating that the Government were therefore 
compelled to ask for the withdrawal by July 15 of all Consular officials 
and employees of the American Express Co. in Norway, Holland, 
Belgium, Luxemburg, occupied France, Serbia, and parts of Greece 
occupied by German troops, as well as in Germany. 

June 22.—Ribbentrop summoned the Soviet Ambassador at dawn 
and told him that Germany was at war with Russia. At 5 a.m. Goebbels 
read on the wireless a proclamation by Hitler containing the text of 
the Note handed to the Soviet Ambassador. (See Special Summary. 

Hitler's Proclamation to the nation. (See Special Summary.) 

The Berlin radio, in a message in Russian to the people of the 
U.S.S.R. told them they were facing the best Army in the world 
and that resistance was useless. ‘‘Therefore, Russian soldiers, turn 
your bayonets and guns round and drive your Bolshevik overlords 
from your country. ... The German Army intends to free you from 
Bolshevik exploitation. Down with Stalin! Down with the Jews and 
exploiters! Long live the liberty of all working people.”’ 

The radio issued a warning to shipping that the Baltic and Black 
Seas had been mined. 

June 23.—A_ semi-official statement declared that: “Churchill has 
given us far-reaching and new proofs of our contention that military 
and political collaboration has existed between Britain and Russia for 
a considerable time. In the opinion of Berlin political circles nothing 
can disguise the fact that Britain was about to use the Soviet Union as 
a stepping-stone for an attack against Germany.”’ 


GREAT BRITAIN 


June 10.—Mr. Churchill’s statement on the war in the Near East. (See 
Special Summary.) 

June 11.—Sir Stafford Cripps arrived in London. 

June 12.—Ministers and High Commissioners representing the Gov- 
ernments of the Allies met in London and were addressed by the Prime 
Minister. A resolution was adopted declaring that the Governments 
engaged together in the fight against aggression were resolved: “That 
they will continue the struggle against German or Italian oppression 
until victory is won, and will mutually assist each other in this struggle 
to the utmost of their respective capacities, 
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“That there can be no settled peace and prosperity so long as free 
peoples are coerced by violence into submission to domination by 
Germany or her associates, or live under the threat of such coercion. 

“That the only true basis of enduring peace is the willing co-operation 
of free peoples in a world in which, relieved of the menace of aggression, 
all may enjoy economic and social security, and that it is their intention 
to work together, and with other free peoples, both in war and peace, to 
this end.” 

Besides the Dominions Governments, those of Belgium, Czecho- 
slovakia, Greece, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, and 
Yugoslavia were represented, and representatives of General de Gaulle 
participated. 

Mr. Churchill said they had all drawn their swords in the cause, and 
would never let them fall until life was gone or victory won. After 
referring to the tragedies and horrors brought on the world by Hitler, 
and to the destruction of Warsaw and other cities, he said that far worse 
than these visible injuries was the misery of the conquered peoples. 
They were hounded, terrorized, exploited, and their manhood by the 
million forced to work under conditions indistinguishable in many cases 
from actual slavery. They were robbed and spied upon, their religious 
faiths affronted and persecuted “‘in the interests of a fantastic paganism 
devised to perpetuate the worship and sustain the tyranny of one 
abominable creature’. After referring to the concentration camps and 
shooting squads and to the “‘vile race of quislings’’ he went on: 

“It is upon this foundation that Hitler, with his tattered lackey 
Mussolini at his tail and Admiral Darlan frisking by his side, pretends 
to build out of hatred, appetite, and racial assertion a new order for 
Europe. Never did so mocking a fantasy obsess the mind of mortal 
man.’’ They did not know how long the war would last, but one thing 
was certain—it would not be by German hands that the structure of 
Europe would be rebuilt or the union of the European family achieved. 
In every country into which the Germans had broken there had sprung 
up a hatred of the German name and a contempt for the Nazi creed 
which the passage of centuries would not efface from human memory. 
Nothing was more certain than that every trace of Hitler’s footsteps, 
every stain of his infected and corroding fingers would be sponged and 
purged and, if need be, blasted from the surface of the earth. 

He reminded his audience that even when, after the fall of France, 
they in Britain were alone and had lost their weapons never for a 
moment did the British people dream of making peace with the con- 
queror; on the contrary, they proclaimed to the world at that very time 
their determination not to do so until every country had been liberated 
and the Nazi domination destroyed. Since then they had travelled far; 
the Navy held the seas, and the air attacks on Britain had failed to 
stop their national life or check the immense expansion of the war 
industry. The food and arms from across the oceans were coming safely 
in, and “‘full provision to replace all sunken tonnage is being made here, 
and still more by our friends in the United States’’. 

Hitler might turn and trample this way and that, but it was in Great 
Britain that he would have to reckon i in the end. “‘We shall be on his 
track wherever he goes,’’ he went on, “‘our air power will continue to 
teach the German homeland that war is not all loot and triumph. We 
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shall aid and stir the people of every conquered country to resistance 
and revolt. . . . He will find no peace, no rest, no halting place, no parley, 
And if, driven to desperate hazards, he attempts the invasion of the 
British Isles, as well he may, we shall not flinch from the supreme trial.” 
He concluded with the following message to all the States and nations, 
bond or free, and to all men in every land who cared for freedom’s 
cause: ‘‘Lift up your hearts, all will come right. Out of the depths of 
sorrow and sacrifice will be born again the glory of mankind.” 

The King sent a message to the King of the Hellenes saying that they 
shared his grief at the loss of Crete, but they also shared his hopes. He 
paid a tribute to the gallantry and spirit of the Greek people and said 
that, fortified by the Greek example they would continue the struggle. 
He concluded by thanking the Greek forces and people for their co- 
operation, and for “‘the tremendous moral blow you have struck for our 
common cause’. 

Mr. Eden, in a broadcast to the British communities in the Latin- 
American Republics said, ‘this is no war of nationalities, but one of 
faith, of standards, of philosophies of life. Sooner or later all must 
decide upon which side, whether of light or darkness, they stand”. 
Victory was certain, in the end, and it would be decisive. The generous 
aid being given by America made it a mathematical certainty. Already 
they could see the day approaching when preponderance in the air 
would be theirs, and as for the battle of the Atlantic, since Hitler 
boasted that their life-line to America would be cut the sinkings of 
merchantmen had not increased, though the losses of his U-boats and 
Focke Wulf aircraft had mounted steadily. 

June 13.—The air raid casualties for May were published, i.e. 5,394 
killed, and 5,181 injured and detained in hospital. Missing and believed 
killed numbered 75. 

Mr. Bevin, speaking at Leicester, said that in one month the Navy 
had sunk 275,000 tons of enemy shipping, and that they had had to 
destroy the dozens of submarines that had suddenly come out. 

The texts were published of the Note of June 6 from the Vichy 
Government and the British reply regarding the action in Syria. The 
first contained the Government’s Note to the U.S. Ambassador, drawing 
the latter’s attention to the fact that “there has been no collaboration 
between the French and Germans in Syria, and that all German air 
material and personnel which might have been there during events in 
Iraq have been withdrawn, with the exception of 2 or 3 damaged 
machines and about 10 men”. Any British attack, “which nothing in 
the present situation in Syria can explain’, risked producing the f 
gravest consequences. 

The Government were determined to, and would, defend their terri- 
tory wherever it might be attacked; however, ‘‘aware of the danger of 
the present situation, they will for their part avoid, pending further 
information, taking any action which might aggravate or spread the 
conflict’. 

The British reply stated that the Government ‘“‘will not be expected f 
to enter into an argument with Marshal Pétain’s Government on the [ 
subject of the meaning of the word ‘collaboration’, more especially since | 
it has not been clearly defined in the communication under reference. 
His Majesty’s Government have based their action in Syria on the facts 
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{ the case as known to them and not on theoretical considerations, and 
this has been made clear in their public statement on the subject issued 

n June 8”. 

[hey recalled the statement by Mr. Eden on May 22 that if the Vichy 
(,overnment took or permitted action detrimental to the British conduct 

{ the war the British Government would hold themselves free to attack 
tlie enemy wherever he might be found. The responsibility for the 

nsequences of French assistance in Syria to the enemies of England 
must accordingly rest with the Pétain Government. 

[he British Government had no desire that French blood should be 
shed, and would suggest that it would be in the interests of both 

ountries if the forces in Syria were instructed not to oppose the 

measures of the Allies to prevent the enemy using Syria as a base. 
lhey repeated that they had no territorial designs in Syria or anywhere 
in French possessions, and that it was their intention, when victory was 
won, to restore the independence and greatness of France. 

June 16.—The speeches made at the meeting in London on June 13 
of representatives of the Allied Governments were published as a White 
Paper. 

/une 17.—The Lord Privy Seal stated in Parliament that great pro- 
gress had been made in devising means of helping the Services in locat- 
ing and destroying enemy aircraft. There had been developments of 
high promise in many directions and increasing quantities of ingenious 
apparatus were being turned out. For this work large numbers of 
skilled men were required—more and more were wanted; the Dominions 
and other parts of the Empire were helping, and training was being 
given by the Fighting Services, assisted by universities and technical 
( olleges. 

[t was stated that the urgent need for the 3 Services was for about 
10,000 men and women who had some radio knowledge. Eventually 
the R.A.F. and Army would each need 8,000 men and 3,000 women, 
and the Navy about 2,000 men and 300 women. 

June 18.—Lord Beaverbrook broadcast to the U.S.A. a call for 
helpers in the work of radiolocation. Demands for personnel came to 
them from all 3 Services, for “‘men who invent, the men who improve, 
the men who make and maintain the technical equipment with which 
the battle for freedom is fought. And here where the work goes on you 
have an invitation to join us. . . . lappeal to you tocomeand help us. ... 
I call you to the front line of human knowledge, where men are pushing 
forward into the unknown”’. 

June 18.—It was announced that since June 14 all traffic to Petsamo 
had been suspended, and that in future no navicerts would be granted 
to ships sailing to Finland; also that 3 Finnish vessels on their way to 
Petsamo had been intercepted and detained. The reason for this action 
was that the Finnish Government were not in a position to prevent 
imports into Petsamo reaching the Germans. 

The Secretary for War informed Parliament that the Italian prisoners 

in British hands numbered 177,937, in addition to 66,010 native 
troops. 
_ Inthe House of Lords speakers criticized the conduct of the operations 
in Crete. Lord Trenchard pointed out that there was an immense 
German concentration of aircraft in the Balkans, reinforced by im- 
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mense resources behind, while the British troops fought with their 
backs to the sea, with only a small area in which their aerodromes were 
available. The Germans succeeded there and in Greece because Hitler 
had had choice of time and the theatre of operations, and had been 
able to concentrate overwhelming air power. 

Lord Moyne, for the Government, said it was necessary for the public 
to be reminded that these sacrifices were vital to their main strategic 
purpose and were not due to blundering direction. 

“In Greece and Crete’’, he said, “‘we killed more than fourfold our 
own losses in dead, and the German dead exceeded the total British 
losses of killed, wounded, and missing. We lost relatively little material 
and we could set against this the tremendous price that the Germans 
paid in at least 430 of their costliest type of aircraft. Undoubtedly 
these operations had killed greater numbers of highly specialized 
German personnel, and for the moment it was clear that we had 
blunted the teeth of the Luftwaffe.” 

It was fallacious to suggest that 100 more ’planes without reserves 
would have turned the tide in Crete, or that the disaster of lack of air 
support had been due to interference with the local commander. 
Every effort would be made to avoid the terrible experience their 
armies had hitherto undergone in the absence of adequate air support 
in the field. The foundation of static defence of aerodromes would 
remain primarily the responsibility of the Army, and great strides had 
been made in the British Isles in the provision of airfield defence. 

The dislocation and loss which the forces in Crete inflicted on the 
highly trained German air force and Panzer divisions had certainly not 
been in vain, he added, and the future might show that the sacrifices 
and sufferings that had been undergone by the fighting forces in Greece 
and Crete had not only caused a serious set-back in Hitler’s Near 
Eastern plans, but might bring about their final wreck. 

June 19.—Mr. Ronald Campbell arrived in England. 

Degree of D.C.L. of Oxford conferred on President Roosevelt. 
(See U.S.A.) 

June 20.—Mr. Fraser, the New Zealand Premier, arrived in London. 

The Admiralty announced the shipping losses for May: 98 ships, 
totalling 461,328 tons, made up of 73 British, 355,032 tons; 20 Allied, 
92,201 tons; and 5 neutrals, 14,095 tons. Amended figures for April 
showed 11 more British ships, 13 more Allied, and 4 more neutrals, 
making altogether 134 ships of 581,251 tons. 

Enemy losses from the beginning of the war were stated to total 
3,211,000 tons, and the British, 4,042,913 tons. 

King Peter of Yugoslavia arrived in England accompanied by 
the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister, and was met by the 
Duke of Kent. 

Mr. Winant arrived back from the U.S.A. 

June 22.—Mr. Eden received the Soviet Ambassador. Mr. Churchill's 
broadcast. (See Special Summary.) 


GREECE 
June 12.—Message from King George VI to the King of the Hellenes. 
(See Great Britain.) t 
June 15.—The King telegraphed to King George saying what a great | 
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encouragement his message was, and assuring him that the patriotic 
nduct of the Greek people and their passive resistance against the 
ieeressor were proof of their determination not to accept the measures 
{ violence being enforced upon them. To this was added the ferocity 
o{ the Bulgars, to whose predatory activities certain provinces had been 
handed over, ‘‘for all that they are inhabited by a prosperous population 
nurtured in Greek traditions and of pure Hellenic race’. 

[he decision to continue the fight until victory was already being 
eiven concrete form by the Hellenic communities abroad. 

M. Tsouderos in a telegram to the Legation in London, said that the 
forces which fought in Crete numbered 15,000, of whom 11,000 be- 
belonged to the Army, 2,800 to the armed police, 300 to the Military 
Academy, and 800 to the Air Force Academy. Cretans of all ages, 
including women, formed a militia and fought with supreme self- 
sacrifice. 

In Canea and elsewhere the Germans paid with enormous losses for 
their success, and this was due solely to their overwhelming superiority 
in numbers of machines. At Heraklion the Greeks carried on the fight 
for 6 days, proving much superior to the Germans in courage and 
fighting capacity. By mopping up the parachutists they enabled the 
Imperial troops to hold the aerodrome without diverting their forces 
and to defend the coastal area of the town. British officers related that 
young militiamen of 17 were disarming Germans and using their arms 
like seasoned troops. Apart from the armed forces thousands of 
civilians fell victims to the indiscriminate air attacks; most villages no 
longer existed, and prosperous towns had been turned into heaps of 
ruins. Crete was fully conscious that she had fought not only for her 
own liberty, but for that of the civilized world, and that liberty would 
ultimately prove stronger than crude, material force. 

June 17.—Reports from Turkish sources described the food shortage 
as very serious. The shops had been completely emptied by the Ger- 
mans, and trade was at a standstill. 

Some former Ministers, General Papagos, and M. Mavroudis, the 
former Foreign Under-Secretary, were stated to be under police 
supervision in their homes. They had been arrested, but later released. 

June 18.—General Domestichas, the Minister of the Interior, in a 
broadcast announcing the arrival of Italian troops to replace the 
Germans, was reported to have said that Greece was suffering the just 
penalty for provoking war against her powerful neighbour, Italy, who 
wished her nothing but good. Henceforth Greece must judge herself 
fortunate in that she would move within the orbit of that great and 
benevolent Power. 


ICELAND 
June 17.—The Althing elected Hr. Bjérnsson as first Regent. 


> INDIA 


J une 19.—It was announced that the Government had decided to 
establish a Purchasing Mission in America. 


IRAQ 
June 13.—The Prime Minister, in a broadcast to the nation said the 
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deliverance of the country from the dangers which threatened its 
existence was due to the wisdom of the Regent and the courage of the 
Army officers who remained at the head of their troops at the most 
dangerous time. The events of May amounted to nothing less than a 
foul attempt by 5th columnists to stir up trouble with the object of 
reducing the military pressure in other theatres of war. These adven- 
turers did not hesitate to co-operate with foreign Powers. 

They would relentlessly prosecute all those responsible, and the 
Government would take all the steps necessary to safeguard peace and 
the return to normal constitutional life. 

The Legal Committee of the Ministry of Justice decided that all 
actions of Rashid Ali’s Government were invalid, because the meeting 
of the Chamber on April 10 contravened the Constitution. 

June 14.—The Foreign Ministry announced that a message had been 
received from the British Government assuring the Iraqi Government 
of their intention to respect the independence and integrity of Iraq, and 
of Britain’s readiness to co-operate in any measures likely to ensure 
the prosperity of the country and its defence against aggression. 

It was announced that General Wavell had recently met General 
Auchinleck, the C.-in-C. in India, at Basra. 

June 16.—Information becoming available regarding Rashid Ali's 
dealings with the Germans made it clear that there had been a split 
between him and the generals who supported him regarding the 
acceptance of the terms imposed by the Germans in exchange for help. 
Shortly after the coup d’état Grobba told him Germany could not help 
him owing to the delay caused by British support to Greece, and gave 
him a substantial bribe to induce him to keep that information to 
himself. When he again appealed for help owing to his difficulties 
resulting from British military action Grobba stipulated that Iraq 
recognized the original concession granted to Germany by Turkey for 
the Baghdad railway, transferred to Germany the concession for the 
Kirkuk oilfield, and gave Germany control of all aerodromes for the 
duration of the war. Rashid was prepared to accept, but the generals 
flatly refused. 


ITALY 

June 10.—Mussolini, speaking on the anniversary of the entry into 
the war, began by describing Greece as ‘‘the slave of England’, but 
admitted that many Greeks had fought with great valour; the Army 
would not have been able to resist for 6 months, however, had it not 
been for British help. “It is a mathematical certainty,”’ he said, “that [ 
in April, even if nothing had occurred in the meantime to reverse the ff 
Balkan situation, the Italian Army would have succeeded in annilhi- f 
lating the Greeks’. He then said that in agreement with German) 
the whole of Greece would be occupied by Italy; ‘Greece re-enters the F 
Italian sphere of influence in the Mediterranean’. 

Their aim to expel the British from the Eastern Mediterranean would fF 
be achieved, and, with that done, an important step towards final 
victory would have been taken. Of their collaboration with the Germans 
he said: ‘There is no more to be said than that we work together, we 7 
march together, and we fight together in the Mediterranean.”’ Hitler [ 
had recognized the sacrifices borne by Italy, and the ridiculous voices 





10-23 


d its 
f the 
most 
1an a 
ct of 
lven- 


| the 
2 and 


it all 
eting 


been 
ment 
|, and 
nsure 


neral 


Ali's 
split 
4 the 
help. 
help 
gave 
yn to 
ilties 
Iraq 
y for 
r the 
r the 
erals 


- into 
, but 
\rmy 
t not 
“that 
e the 
ynihi- 
nany 
s the 


vould 
final 
mans 


r, we B 
litler Ff 
‘oices fF 


CHRONOLOGY, JUNE 10-23 ; 859 








which speculated on friction between the two partners had been re- 
duced to silence. “Two nations but one war” was the creed of fidelity 
between them. 

Of Japan he said her attitude was in perfect harmony with the spirit 

{ the Tripartite Pact. The Japanese were a proud and loyal people, 
and would not remain indifferent to American aggression against the 
\xis Powers. Spain, despite alternations of praise and blackmail, could 
not renounce the unique opportunity offered her to achieve her resus- 
citation. Her decision must be taken in complete freedom, and “‘we 
limit ourselves’’, he said, “‘to thinking and hoping that she knows on 
which side stand her proven friends and on which side her proven 
enemies. The Falange revolution cannot side with the forces of pluto- 
crats, Jews, and freemasons’’. 

Turkey had so far declined all British invitations to join up with the 
plutocrats, and her President had had occasion to observe the tragic 
lestiny which had befallen all nations which placed their trust in 
England. 

America, it appeared, was about to enter the conflict but “her 
intervention would not excessively disturb us. An explicit declaration 
of war would not affect the present situation, which is in effect a state 
of undeclared war. An American intervention will not procure victory 
for England, but will only prolong the war. It will only extend 
it to other oceans’. He gave the losses in the Greek war as 13,502 
killed and 38,768 wounded. The Air Force shot down 261 enemy 
‘planes and damaged 180, whereas their losses were 97, with 71 damaged. 
In the Adriatic their losses were 17 ships sunk, 3 torpedo boats sunk, 
5 ships damaged, and 6 torpedo boats damaged. 

June 12.—Mussolini received the King of Bulgaria. 

June 14.—Ciano received Ribbentrop in Venice. 

June 15.—It was stated in Rome that a census of U.S. property in 
ltaly had been ordered in readiness for retaliation against the freezing 
of the Axis assets. 

Pavelitch, the Croat Prime Minister, arrived in Venice and signed the 
protocol of adherence to the Tripartite Pact. Ciano, in a speech, said 
Italy, Germany, and Japan were already organizing an enduring peace 
which was to follow the overthrow of England. Their aim was a per- 
manent association of nations, open to all comers, banded together to 
assure their common destiny, and collaborating to guarantee a world 
order based on justice. 

June 18.—The News Agency reported the departure for Germany of 
\ large party of workers. 

June 19.—The Government requested the U.S. Government to close 


§ all their Consulates by July 15. 


June 22.—The Government informed the Soviet Ambassador that 


Italy considered herself at war with Russia as from 5.30 that morning. 

The News Agency published a dispatch from Berlin that the war 
against Russia was ‘undoubtedly the most popular war that the Nazi 
Keich could undertake’’, and that the news of the attack was hailed 
with “‘lively satisfaction’’ by the German public, cheering crowds in 
Berlin acclaiming the Army and Air Force. 
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JAPAN 

June 11.—It was announced that the Government had ordered the 
breaking off of negotiations between the mission to Batavia and the 
Dutch. 

A commercial agreement with the U.S.S.R. was initialled. It provided 
for the most-favoured-nation treatment on both sides and for the barter 
of goods up to 30 million yen a year. 

June 13.—The Tokyo wireless announced that the Japanese in the 
Dutch East Indies had been ordered to leave for home. 

The press published prominently reports of an alleged Anglo- f 
American economic blockade, enforced by the purchase of all available [ 
materials such as rubber, tin, and oil from the East Indies, Thailand, [7 
and Indo-China. : 

June 16.—Admiral Suetsugu, speaking in Tokyo, referred to the 
imminence of United States participation in the war as one of the 
questions of importance upon which Japan had to come to a final 
decision in connection with the new national structure campaign. I it 
came about Japan would have to come in too. Of the South Sea ques- 
tion he said: ‘‘This is a life or death issue for Greater East Asia, and it 
is but natural that Japan could not acquiesce in its present status.” 
He also declared that he believed ‘‘ Japan would be a decisive factor in 
a world war’. 

The Deputy Foreign Minister received from the British and U.S. 
Ambassadors protests against the bombing of the British Embassy and 
of American property in Chungking. 

June 18.—A statement issued in Tokyo announced the discontinu- 
ance of the negotiations in Batavia and said that Japan could not 
remain indifferent to the spread of the European war into the South f 
Seas, and was proceeding ‘‘from the necessity of establishing a relation- 
ship of common prosperity, through close co-operation among the fF 
peoples of East Asia’, and from the consideration that her demand for 
the resources of the Dutch East Indies would “‘steadily increase in the 
course of her establishment of a high degree of defensive preparation’. F 

For this reason Japan demanded the assurance of a supply of those [76 
important materials which she expected from the East Indies in the 
prevailing circumstances, and also “‘the participation of the Japanese 
in the development of the abundant resources of the East Indies, the 
right of investment in their enterprises, shipping, air services, and 
communications, the admission of Japanese to participation in such | 
development, permission for Japanese ships to call at closed ports for F 
transporting the materials produced by such development, the partial F 
opening of coastwise navigation to Japanese ships, and the develop- [7 
ment of the fishing industry by Japanese residents. 

The Emperor gave a banquet in honour of Wang Ching-wei who said 
he pledged support for the new order, on the basis of neighbourly 
relations, joint defence against Communism, and economic co-operation 
between China, Manchukuo, and Japan. 

June 20.—Mr. Yamagata’s statement on Japanese policy. 
Mexico.) : 

June 23.—The Minister of Oversea Affairs in a statement on the | 
attack on Russia said: ““The Reich has at last stood up and is aiming at | 
a true hegemony of Europe. We have been taught how unreliable are 
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international treaties, and the only thing we can depend upon is our 
own nation.” 


MEXICO 


June 20.—Mr. Yamagata, Japanese Minister without portfolio, 
who was on a trade mission to Latin America, stated in Mexico City 
tat an American petroleum embargo against Japan would compel her 

take drastic action within 2 weeks. The direction of the Japanese 
irive, through China or southward, depended on which way Washington 
forced them. They had their backs to the wall. Japan wanted peace 
with America, and was not prepared to fight, because the China war 
was exhausting all her resources. Access to oil was imperative for the 
continuation of the China war. 


NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES 


June 16.—The Governor-General, speaking on the economic nego- 
tiations with Japan, assured foreign individuals and enterprises of the 
same protection and facilities as the native ones enjoyed and then said, 
“the most elementary conception of our own interests and national 
duty compels us to prevent at all costs our supplying the enemy 
through our own exports, directly or indirectly, with much-needed raw 
materials. Furthermore, the Netherlands reject any inclusion of the 
\.E.I. within the recommended new order of greater East Asia under 
the leadership of any Power whatsoever’. 

June 18.—The economic negotiations were ended, but a joint 
statement declared that normal relations with Japan continued. 


» Japanese statement. (See Japan.) 


NEW ZEALAND 
June 11.—The acting Prime Minister stated. that 5,783 New Zea- 


) landers were killed, wounded, or missing out of a total of 16,530 sent 
to Greece or Crete. Casualties in Crete, so far checked, were 87 killed, 
671 wounded, and 2,450 unaccounted for. 


June 17.—A Proclamation ordered the enrolment of married men 


}irom 18 to 45 for military service. Those of 21 to 40 would be ballotted 


1 oversea service. 


NORWAY 


June 14.—Swedish reports stated that the Germans had closed the 
ea district of Stavanger and Sandefjord and prohibited all traffic in 
tavanger harbour. A number of ships had been confiscated and mines 
iad been laid on a large scale round the coast. Reports were also 
urrent that 300 farms had been requisitioned for the construction of 
ur bases at Lista, west of Kristiansund. . 

June 16.—The people of Stavanger, Haugesund, and the Rogaland 


Pistrict were fined the equivalent of nearly £3,900 for sabotage. 


June 17.—Important concentrations of forces were reported on the 


F est coast, and large numbers of troops including Marines, with much 
nm te § 


naterial, were passing through Oslo on the way to the west. The German 
seneral Staff was reported to have moved its H.Q. to Bergen. 
June 22.—Nearly 200 prominent people were arrested during that 
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and the prev ious day, including 100 ‘ eget strikers’’ who had refused 
to take part in quislingist competitions and some 60 persons connected 
with a protest to Terboven by 44 organizations against the prevailing 
lawlessness and reign of terror. 

The Germans ordered the evacuation of a number of places along 
the coast, and the clearing of the ground, even when this involved the 
destruction of barracks and other buildings. 


POLAND 

June 10.—The Ostdeutscher Beobachter published an announcement 
by the German Chief Attorney in Wartheland that by Greiser’s orders 
3 Poles had been publicly hanged at Kutno and one Jew at Wlocawe . 
for delivering food (sugar) from there to the ‘“‘General-Government” (i.« 
to Warsaw and other towns in Central Poland). The hanging was 
justified as it was necessary to stamp out illegal speculation. 

June 12.—The Cabinet approved a declaration formulated by General 
Sikorski after his visit to America, reading: ‘In accordance with the 
sincerely democratic policy of the Government the principle of equal 
obligations, equal rights will prevail in future Poland for all citizens, 
irrespective of nationality, race, and religion. This is the attitude of the 
Polish Government, who regard the conducting of any anti-Semitic 
policy as harmful.” 

June 18.—It was learnt that all male Poles in the United States 
between 18 and 50 had been summoned by the Consulates to register 
for service. 


PORTUGAL 

June 11.—Note from the U.S. Government regarding the Azores and 
Cape Verde Islands. (See U.S.A.) 

June 17.—Further reinforcements and material left Lisbon for the 
Azores. 

June 16.—The British Minister to Yugoslavia arrived in Lisbon with 
13 Diplomatic and Consular officials after internment in Italy for 5 
weeks. 


RUMANIA 

June 10.—Three fresh German Army Corps were reported to hav 
arrived in the country since the beginning of the month, to join the 
forces on the Bessarabian frontier, and all the roads from Bucarest to 
the Russian border were stated to be filled with military transport. 

June 16.—Horia Sima and his chief followers were sentenced to hard 
labour for life for conspiring against the Government in January. (The) 
had all fled the country.) 

June 18.—Much anxiety was reported to be felt in Bucarest owir. 
to the German military movements. Reserves were called up and 
further restrictions were placed on train services. 

June 19.—The mobilization was ordered of new grades of specialists 
and technicians. Twenty-five divisions were reported to be in arms 
along the Soviet frontier. 

June 20.—Turkish reports stated that Rumanian steamers were 
being held back from sailing in the Black Sea and that the civilian 
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pulation of Constanza had been evacuated. German troops were 
eported to be arriving in the country in large numbers, and many 
pontoons for bridge building had been concentrated in the neighbour- 
ood of Galatz and Braila. Many submarines were believed to have 
been launched from Rumanian ports. 

The Government were understood to have admitted that all grain 
was being sent to Germany, stating that “in exchange we shall be able 
to get all the machinery we need’. 

June 22.—The Prime Minister, in an Order of the Day to the Army, 
said the hour had arrived for the fight ‘‘to liberate your brothers from 
the yoke of Bolshevism’’, and that they would have the high honour of 
fighting shoulder to shoulder with the strongest and most glorious 
Army in the world. He had promised them, he said, to wipe out the 
slur from the history books of the Rumanian people. 

In a proclamation to the nation, he said Rumania was undertaking 
i holy war against Bolshevism. 


SINGAPORE 

June 10.—The Naval C.-in-C. China, broadcasting from Singapore, 
said the naval base would be ready to-morrow to cope with any fleet 
likely to require hospitality, adding that the possibility of its use by an 
Allied Fleet had been taken into account in planning works of large 
dimensions now in progress, and materials from the United States were 
being used. 


SOUTH AFRICA 

June 19.—General Smuts, speaking at Johannesburg, said he was 
completely confident of victory, and the day would come when the 
freedom front would stand together from one end of the world to the 
other. The British Commonwealth and America would join hands in 
one united front and be able not only to conduct a successful defence 
but to take the offensive and bring the war to a conclusion. 


SYRIA 

June 10.—Reports reaching Turkey stated that General Dentz had 
ordered the German Air Force and Army specialists, numbering 1,700, 
scattered throughout the country to leave at once. 

It was announced in Beirut that French aircraft had recently arrived 
from Tunisia, and that French strength in tle air was now almost equal 
to the British. 

Reports reaching Egypt stated that the population in some parts of 
southern Syria were on the verge of starvation and received the Allies 
with open arms. The Lebanese troops deserted Vichy altogether and 
went home to their villages. 

June 13.—Nine Italians, members of the Armistice Commission, and 
27 German experts and agents were reported to have recently left the 
country and to be in Turkey, and 26 Germans of high rank were stated 
to have left from Aleppo aerodrome on June 11. The former Italian 
Ambassador to Iraq and his staff and the Consuls from Damascus and 
Aleppo left the same day. 

June 16.—It was learnt that the Germans had moved their aircraft 
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and ground crews from the country several days previously and gone 
to Rhodes; the political agents had gone to Aleppo en route for the 
Balkans. 


THAILAND 
June 20.—The Assembly unamimously ratified the treaty with 
In do-China. 


TURKEY 

June 18.—A Treaty of Friendship with Germany was signed in 
Ankara. The preamble stated that the two Governments had agreed, 
“within the limits of the present commitments of both countries’’ to 
conclude a treaty. It had 3 Articles: (1) “Germany and Turkey bind 
themselves mutually to respect the integrity and inviolability of their 
national territory and not to resort to any measures, direct or indirect, 
aimed at their treaty partner; (2) They bind themselves in future in all 
questions touching their common interests to meet in friendly contact 
in order to reach an understanding on the treatment of such questions; 
(3) The above Treaty will be ratified and the documents of ratification 
will be duly exchanged in Berlin. The Treaty comes into force from 
the day of signature, and will be valid for a period of 10 years. The 
Parties concluding the Treaty will at the time specified come to an 
understanding on the prolongation of the Treaty.”’ 

Identical Notes were exchanged stating: “In view of the auspicious 
conclusion of to-day’s Treaty, I have the honour to notify your Excel- 
lency that my Government is prepared to promote as far as possible 
economic relations between Germany and Turkey, bearing in mind the 
openings presented by the economic structure of the two countries, and 
using as a basis the experience that each country has had of the other 
in this war. The two countries will forthwith enter into negotiations to 
establish a treaty basis for the carrying out of this agreement.” 

A joint declaration, issued by the press and wireless of both countries 
stated that the two plenipotentiaries wished the press and wireless in 
both countries always to bear in mind in all they published the spirit 
of friendship and mutual trust animating their nations. 

The Ankara wireless broadcast the text of the Treaty, and then 
quoted a statement made by the Foreign Minister that the two coun- 
tries, who had not for centuries been opposed to one another in the 
course of the vicissitudes of world events had, in the Treaty, “placed 
the foundation of their friendship on the most solid basis and confirmed 
for the future that the two countries will not oppose one another in any 
way. Thus the Turkish and German nations have once again held out 
the hand of friendship in a new atmosphere of absolute security”’. 

Other actual and existing obligations of the two parties were un- 
affected, and it was confirmed that these obligations did not affect the 
conception of the treaty. An agreement had also been reached to 
express the wish that the press and wireless publications of both 
countries should be made in the spirit of friendship and mutual trust 
which characterized their relations. 

June 19.—Telegrams were exchanged between President Inénii and 
Hitler declaring that their two countries had entered an era of mutual 
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trust, inspired by the desire perpetually to remain in such relationship. 

June 20.—The Ankara wireless did not report the British war 

mmuniques. 

June 21.—The Government issued a decree prolonging the state of 
siege for 6 months in Istanbul and the zones bordering on Russia, 
Bulgaria, Syria, and Iraq. 

June 23.—An official statement declared that the Government 
had decided to maintain strict neutrality in the Russo-German conflict. 
[he Foreign Minister was understood to have assured the German, 
Russian, and British Ambassadors that Turkey would carry out 
loyally her+duties as doorkeeper of the Straits under the Montreux 
Convention. 

Opinion in the country was described as definitely anti-Russian, 
owing to suspicion, among the people generally, of Russian designs 
against Turkey. 


U.S.A. 

June 10.—The Maritime Commission announced that the owners of 
the American steamer Robin Moor had been informed by the firm operat- 
ing the Brazilian vessel Osorio that the Robin Moor, which was very 
clearly marked, was torpedoed on May 21 in the Atlantic and 11 sur- 
vivors picked up by the Osorto. 

The Curtis Wright Co. at Buffalo stated that “well over 1,000” 
Tomahawk fighters had been sent to Great Britain. 

It was stated in Washington that the authorities were convinced that 
many, if not all, the recent strikes had been deliberately fomented to 
coincide with a German peace offensive, and that agents had been sent 
from Berlin to maintain the closest contact with Soviet colleagues of 
the German-American Bund and other Nazi bodies. 

It was learnt that on the previous evening General Hershey, Director 
of Selective Service, had ordered the 6,500 local draft boards throughout 
the country to re-classify all men who had been granted deferment from 
military training owing to their being employed in defence industries 
but who had ceased to perform their jobs. 

Army officers prohibited picketing of the Los Angeles plant of the 
North American Aviation Co. 

June 11.—The President made his first report to Congress on the 
progress of the supply to Britain, China, and “other democratic nations”’ 
showing that a little over $75 million worth of defence materials had 
been transferred to Britain under the Lease-and-Lend Act. He said 
they would see to it that these munitions got to places where they could 
be effectively used to weaken and defeat the aggressors. 

The report covered shipments for the period March 11 to May 31, 
but in the first 5 months of 1941, he said, Britain was sent 12 times as 
many aircraft and 10 times as many engines as in the first 5 months 
of 1940. Relatively more and more heavy and medium bombers were 
being sent, and he added, ‘‘we have started in motion the vast supply pro- 
gramme essential to defeat the Axis Powers... To be effective, the 
aid rendered by us must be many sided. Ships are necessary to carry 


munitions and food’’. 
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The President also stated that a training programme for 7,000 
British pilots at schools in the United States was under way. Valuable 
information was being communicated and other material aid was being 
rendered in mounting benefit to the democracies. Millions of pounds of 
food were being and would be sent. They were making available 
immediately to Britain 2 million gross tons of ships and tankers. But 
that was not enough; adequate shipping for every day to come must 
be reasonably assured. Since the passing of the Appropriations Act 
$550 million had been allocated for ship construction under Lease and 
Lend. Allied ships were being repaired and equipped in U.S. yards. 

The Report showed that of the $7,000 million appropriation over 
$4,200 million had been allocated for specific use, of which $1,938 
million odd was for aircraft and air material. 

Mr. Hull handed a Note to the Portuguese Minister declaring that 
the Government “‘view with increasing anxiety the constantly expand- 
ing acts of aggression on the part of a certain belligerent Power who 
now threatens the peace and safety of countries in this hemisphere’. 
The United States had no aggressive designs on any nation’s territory, 
but reserved the right to act in self-defence. In the President’s speech 
on May 27 the strategic importance, geographically, of the Azores and 
Cape Verde Islands was stressed solely in terms of potential value from 
the point of view of an attack on the Western Hemisphere. 

The Secretary for War told the cadets at West Point that “there is no 
possibility for America to live safely in a world dominated by the 
methods and practices of the Nazi leaders. The issue raised by the 
Axis Powers not only demonstrates that any compromise between their 
system and ours is impossible, but that their system is doomed to 
eventual and total failure. This is an issue between right and wrong, 
between freedom and slavery, and between kindness and cruelty. 
Such an issue is not a subject of compromise’’. 

June 12.—It was announced in Washington that the State Depart- 
ment had received a report from the Consul at Pernambuco stating that 
the Robin Moor had been sunk by a German U-boat on May 21 while 
carrying a cargo which included nothing of a military character to 
ports in Africa, none of which were in the combat area. The U-boat 
Commander was aware that the ship was American. 

Lord Halifax, speaking to the press at Richmond, Virginia, said 
the United States was “‘doing a remarkable job” in providing arms for 
Britain, adding that “unless we go all out we cannot pull through this 
thing”, and ‘“‘nothing can be too fast in speeding up production”. 

The Senate, by 46 votes to 25, approved a Bill empowering the 
President to seize defence factories where a failure of production was 
threatened or already existed, and where the management or workers 
had neglected to use the means of mediation open to them. 

June 13.—Mr. Early told the press in reply to questions about th» 
Robin Moor that the Government had never acquiesced officially in the 
determination of contraband issued either by the British Government 
in September, 1939, or subsequently by the German Government. But 
what it did stand on, and firmly, was the fact that the British and 
German Governments and that of the United States were parties to an 
agreement of 1930 as to the proper precautions that should be taken to 
ensure the safety of crews and passengers of ships sunk by belligerents. 
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President Roosevelt sent a message to King George VI on the 
occasion of his birthday expressing his sympathy and that of the whole 
nition in the great cause the British people were defending and assuring 
him of the determination of the Government and people of the United 
States to carry out the pledge of full material assistance to Britain 
ind her Allies. 

Mr. Hull, in a formal statement to the press, said that Vichy was 
fighting Germany’s battle in Syria, adding that British forces entered 
that country to prevent German actions there, which the French were 
permitting, if not abetting. He accused the Darlan-Laval group of the 
intention of delivering France over to Hitler. Germany seemed to have 
prevailed over Vichy to do Germany’s fighting in Syria, the area of a 
German general advance. 

[he people of France were expected to surrender permanently their 
loyalty to the French way of life, which had made France great, 
and actually to transfer all these loyalties and all hope for the the future 
to Hitler. The adoption of Hitlerism would set the world back 5 or 10 
centuries, and it remained to be seen whether the French people would 
accept this preposterous status—thus assisting Hitler’s -desperate 
efforts to conquer Britain. 

June 14.—The President issued an order freezing all German and 
Italian assets in the country and those of all occupied countries not 
covered by previous orders. (These included Albania, Austria, Czecho- 
slovakia, Danzig, and Poland.) He also approved regulations ordering 
a census of all foreign-owned property in the United States. 

Mr. Welles, referring to the German threat to sink all ships carrying 
contraband for England, said, “the people of the United States never 
have been impressed with what they regarded as bluster or threats’. 

The Maritime Commission announced that 6 Danish ships would be 
placed in active service with the merchant fleet the next day. The 
Commission announced that ship construction had reached the peak 
of the output of 1918, and that it had increased its estimate of produc- 
tion in 1942 to 3,500,000 deadweight tons. In addition to vessels under 
construction or ordered U.S. shipyards were building 146 other cargo 
vessels, 60 of which were special emergency ships for Great Britain 
(in addition to the 222 vessels to be built and transferred to Britain 
under the Aid to Britain Act). 

A strike of C.I.0. loggers and lumbermen in 53 lumber camps and 
mills in the North-West ended, with the acceptance by the union of 
the recommendations of the National Defence Mediation Board. 

June 15.—The President received a declaration in full support of his 
ioreign policy from 99 officials of the A.F.L. and C.I.O. unions in a state- 
ment issued through the Fight for Freedom Committee. It declared 
that there were things worse than death, worse than the hardship and 
suffering entailed by war: slavery and fear were worse than death, and 
“if the dictators should succeed in defeating the Allied democracies we 
should live under perpetual fear of the blow they would strike later 


A#.L. machinists in the San Francisco shipyards voted to continue 
\ strike which for 5 weeks had held up work on $500 million worth of 
defence contracts, in defiance of the order of their own national executive 
council and in spite of a request by Mr. Roosevelt to them to return to 
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work. On the east coast, representatives of 50,000 workers in the ship- 
yards voted by 64 to 2 to endorse a 2-year no-strike agreement proposed 
by the Office of Production Management. 

June 16.—The President directed the closing of all German Con- 
sulates and the removal of all their German personnel from American 
territory, and also the closing of the German Library of Information in 
New York, the Transocean News Service, and various German railroad 
and tourist agencies, and the removal of all Germans in any way 
connected with them. Mr. Welles handed the German Embassy a Note 
stating that “it has come to the knowledge of this Government that 
agencies of the German Reich in this country, including Consular 
establishments, have been engaged in activities outside the scope of 
their legitimate duties. These activities have been of an improper and 
unwarranted character. They render the continued presence in the 
United States of these agencies and Consular establishments inimical to 
the welfare of this country”’. 

It was contemplated, it added, that all these withdrawals and re- 
movals should become effective before July 10. The German Consular 
agents in the Panama Canal zone, the Philippines, Porto Rico, and 
Tutuila were included in the order. (There were 24 Consulates in the 
United States, with 172 officers or employees.) 

It was learnt that 35 survivors of the Robin Moor had arrived in 
Cape Town in a British ship. A shipment of lubricating oil for Japan 
from Philadelphia was stopped by the Defence Petroleum Coordinator 
when he learnt that a firm engaged in defence work there had com- 
plained of being unable to get the oil it needed. 

June 17.—The Government issued an order prohibiting the departure 
from the country of any German national, ‘‘to ensure compliance”’ with 
the order freezing Axis funds. Protest by Germany against the closing 
of Consulates. (See Germany.) 

It was generally believed in the country that the sinking of the Robin 
Moor was ordered by the German Government in order to impress South 
American opinion and make it clear that Germany was ready to “‘call 
America’s bluff’. 

The Defence Petroleum Coordinator telegraphed to 32 East Coast oil 
shippers proposing an embargo on sales for shipment unless they had 
been first considered by his office, ‘‘in view of the impending shortage 
of petroleum in the East Coast area’’. 

June 18.—The Department of Commerce stated that 591 aircraft 
were shipped to Britain and other countries in April, and 481 in March. 

The State Department received a Note from the German Charge 
d’Affaires strongly protesting against the closing of the Consulates and 
agencies on the ground that it was a violation of the Treaty of Com- 
merce and Friendship of 1923. The Department issued orders that 
visas for entry into the United States should be refused to refugees 
from Germany and German-occupied territories if the refugees woul: 
be leaving close relatives behind. It was understood that the Govern 
ment had evidence that the Germans had often resorted to terrorist 
methods to induce refugees to act as spies, and had gained great advan- 
tage from this. 

The Maritime Commission took formal possession of the Italian 
steamer Clara, the first of the 28 of such vessels in U.S. waters. 
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\ special Convocation of Oxford University was held at Harvard 
to confer the degree of D.C.L. on President Roosevelt. He sent a 
message (being unable to attend) in which he said: “‘All the world can 
be encircled by the new symbol which supports truth and the search 
for truth. In days like these, therefore, we rejoice that this special 
convocation, in breaking all historic precedent, does so in the great 
cause of preserving the free learning and civil liberties which have 
erown stone upon stone in our lands through the centuries.’ He also 
said: 

“We, too, were born to freedom, and believing in freedom, are willing 
to fight to maintain freedom. We, and all others who believe as deeply 
as we do, would rather die on our feet than live on our knees.” 

June 19.—The Office of Production Management announced that the 
consumption of rubber was to be curtailed from the current figure of 
817,000 tons annually to about 600,000 tons in order to build up 
stocks for defence. 

lhe establishment of a “‘ferry’’ command was announced, for the 
conveyance of war planes to points on the coast for delivery to England. 

June 20.—The President issued an order subjecting all petroleum 
products to export control. Exports from the Eastern seaboard could 
only be made to the British Empire, Egypt, and the Western Hemi- 
sphere. 

The President sent a special Message to Congress reading: “‘The 
general purpose of the sinking of the Robin Moor would appear to be to 
drive American commerce from the ocean wherever such commerce 
was considered a disadvantage to German designs. Its specific purpose 
would appear to be the interruption of our trade with all friendly 
countries. We must take it that notice has been served on us that no 
American ship or cargo on any of the seven seas can consider itself 
immune from acts of piracy. 

“Notice is served on us in effect that the German Reich proposes so 
to intimidate the United States that we would be dissuaded from 
carrying out our chosen policy of helping Britain to survive. In brief, 
we must take the sinking of the Robin Moor as a warning to the United 
States not to resist the Nazi movement of world conquest. It is a 
warning that the United States may use the high seas of the world 
only with Nazi consent. Were we to yield to this, we would inevitably 
submit to world domination at the hands of the present leaders of the 
German Reich. We are not yielding, and we do not propose to yield.”’ 

The sinking ‘‘flagrantly violated the right of U.S. vessels freely to 
navigate the seas, subject only to belligerent right accepted under 
international law’’. This belligerent right required that passengers and 
crew of a ship sunk should be placed in safety. The chance rescue in 
this case did not lessen the brutality of casting boats adrift in mid- 
ocean, and the total disregard shown for the principles of law and 
humanity branded the sinking as the act of an international outlaw. 
Full reparation would be expected from the German Government. 
He went on: 

“Our Government believes that freedom from cruelty and inhuman 
treatment is a natural right. It is not a grace to be given or withheld 
at will by those temporarily in a position to exert force over a defence- 
less people. 
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“Were this incident capable of being regarded apart from the more 
general background of its implications it might be less serious. But it 
must be interpreted in the light of declared and actively pursued 
frightfulness and intimidation which has been used by the German 
Reich as an instrument of international policy. 

“This Government can only assume that the Government of the 
German Reich hopes, through the commission of such infamous acts of 
cruelty to helpless and innocent men, women, and children, to intimidate 
the United States and other nations into a course of non-resistance to 
German plans for universal conquest—conquest based on lawlessness 
and terror on land and piracy at sea. Such methods are fully in keeping 
with the methods of terrorism hitherto employed by the present leaders 
of the German Reich in the policy they have pursued... . 

“We are warranted in considering whether the case of the Robin Moor 
is not a step in acampaign against the United States analogous to 
campaigns against other nations. We cannot place reliance on 
official declarations to the contrary. Like statements, declara- 
tions and even solemn promises have been forthcoming in 
respect of many nations, commencing with the statement that the 
Government of the Reich considered its territorial aspirations satisfied 
when it seized Austria by force. Evidence that the Government of the 
German Reich continues to plan further conquest and. domination is 
convincing and indeed scarcely disputed. 

“Viewed in the light of circumstances, the sinking of the Robin Moor 
becomes a disclosure of policy as well as an example of methods. 
Heretofore lawless acts of violence have been preludes to schemes of 
land conquest. This one appears to be a first step in the assertion of 
the supreme purpose of the German Reich to seize control of the high 
seas, the conquest of Great Britain being an indispensable part of that 
seizure. 

June 21.—The President ordered the closing of all Italian Consulates 
and Fascist organizations and the removal of their officials by July 15. 

Mr. Welles transmitted to the German Chargé d’Affaires a copy of 
the President’s Message to Congress about the Robin Moor. 

A further executive order by the President suspended private 
imports of rubber from the Far East. 

The Secretary for War announced the amalgamation of the Army, 
Air Force and service branches of the Air Corps into a single united 
organization to be known as the Army Air Force. 

June 23.—Mr. Welles issued a statement declaring that if any 
further proof could conceivably be required of the real purpose and 
projects of the leaders of Germany for world domination it was now 
furnished by Hitler’s treacherous attack on Russia. ‘“‘We see once 
more’, he said, ‘‘beyond peradventure of doubt with what intent the 
present Government of Germany negotiates non-aggression pacts. . .. 
Sworn engagements to refrain from hostile acts... are but a symbol 
of deceit and constitute a dire warning .. . of hostile and murderous 
intent.” 

To the people of the United States several of the principles and 
doctrines of Communistic dictatorship were as intolerable and as alien 
to their own beliefs as were the principles and doctrines of Nazi dictator- 
ship; but in the immediate issue what presented itself to them was 
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whether the plan for universal conquest for a cruel and brutal enslave- 
ment of all peoples and for the ultimate destruction of all the remaining 
free democracies was to be successfully halted and defeated. “It is the 
issue at this moment’’, he said, ‘“‘which most directly involves our own 
national defence and security in the New World in which we live. 
In the opinion of this Government consequently any defence against 
Hitlerism, any rallying of forces opposing Hitlerism, from whatever 
sources these forces may spring, will hasten the eventual downfall of 
the present German leaders and will therefore be to the benefit of our 
own defence and security.” 


U.S.S.R. 

June 11.,—Initialling of trade agreement with Japan. (See Japan.) 

June 13.—The Tass Agency issued a statement, which was broadcast 
in many languages, denying that Germany had presented demands to 
the Government. It stated that: 

‘Before the arrival of Sir Stafford Cripps in London, but in particular 
after his arrival rumours have been spread about the proximity of war 
between Russia and Germany. According to these rumours: Germany 
has presented to Russia demands for territorial and economic conces- 
sions and for closer collaboration between the two countries; Russia has 
rejected the demands, as a result of which Germany has concentrated 
troops on the Eastern frontiers to be ready for an attack on Russia; 
Russia has begun counter measures to prepare for war with Germany, 
and has also concentrated troops on her western frontiers. 

‘Although these rumours are completely absurd and are obviously 
sheer propaganda spread by forces hostile to Russia and Germany, 
interested in the spreading of the war, responsible circles in Moscow 
have considered it necessary to authorize the official Tass Agency to 
state categorically that: 

“Germany has not presented any demands on Russia, nor has she 
asked for closer collaboration. Thus there could be no question of any 
negotiations which are, it is alleged, being conducted; 

“Germany, as does Russia, keeps strictly to the Russo-German non- 
aggression pact. Thus there could be no misunderstanding between the 
two countries. The dispatch of German troops into North-East Ger- 
many is apparently connected with purposes which have no connection 
with Russia. 

“Russia is faithful to its policy of peace, and has kept, and is keeping 
to the letter of the non-aggression pact. Thus, rumours concerning pre- 
parations for war are unfounded. The call-up of Russian reservists and 
an announcement of manceuvres are in keeping with usual procedure 
which takes place each year. Thus, allegations that Soviet Russia is 
carrying out acts hostile to Germany are absurd.”’ 

June 20.—The Moscow wireless news on the Army and Navy pro- 
grammes announced that military exercises were being held in many 
parts of the Union, in which the lessons learnt in Finland and in the 
German campaign in the West were being applied. The best fighting 
units were being taken from the rest of the Forces and given special 
assignments, and long marches were being made across marshes. The 
announcer quoted a statement in the Red Star that “‘these summer 
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exercises are most important events in putting the Red Army into 
fighting trim’. 

June 22.—The Foreign Commissar received the German Ambassador 
at dawn and was informed that Germany was at war with Russia. 
Molotoff soon afterwards announced on the wireless that the German 
challenge had been accepted. (See Special Summary.) 

Announcements issued later included the proclamation of general 
mobilization by the Supreme Council of the Union in 14 military 
commands. All men born between 1905 and 1918 inclusive were liable 
to be called up. 

Martial Law was proclaimed throughout Western Russia, the 
Crimea, and Far North. 

The wireless reported in the evening that a wave of mass meetings 
had swept the country. In factories, towns, and villages the citizens 
had expressed their contempt for the cowardly and treacherous attack 
and their willingness to fight to the last until the enemy was driven 
out and defeated. 

Reports from Swedish sources stated that a revolt had broken out 
in Estonia, rebels having seized some armed ships in Tallinn harbour. 

June 23.—The Moscow wireless gave a long summary of Mr. 
Churchill’s broadcast, omitting his mention of his statements in the 
past about Communism. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


June 15.—Adherence of Croatia to Tripartite Pact. (See Italy.) 
June 20.—King Peter in England. (See Great Britain.) 
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